Fahd to activate $2b Lebanon fond 

1 J£PPAH (AP) — King Fahd has decided to activate a $2 billion fund for 
' ..rcconstiuction of Lebanon, devastated by 15 years civil war, Lebanese 
| * diplomats said Sunday. King Fahd conveyed his detisioo to Lebanese 

[\| | |i i. aSl j 1? H 1 ** 1 during the latter's two-day visit to the kingdom 

which ended Sunday. The promised financial support would considerably 
*11 *** Leoam J n s toonomic hardships. It also would boost confidence in the 

L. J " • government s ability to preserve peace and restore normalcy to Lebanon. 

I | peaking on condition of anonymity, the diplomats said In addition to 

; • I activating the fund. King Fahd promised to extend other grants to 

*1 £“ inon . , a J°"“ Lebanese-Saudi committee was formed to look into 

fa|{„ , c 000 ^ s Saudi Arabia was the second phase of a Gulf trip to 
* IfAiw'' drum up financial support for post-civil war reconstruction. "Mr. Hrawi last 

lIOn». wedc visited Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates where he was 

I,. r i. P™ 1 ?™ s«PPO«. but nothing as concrete as the pledges he reportedly 

•S'f i;. y l|j S 01 "° m King Fahd. Saudi Arabia was a key mediator in the Lebanese 

( hn ' K F» peace accord that ended the 1975-90 civil strife. 
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Iraq arrests 300 traders for overcharging 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's economic crime squads have arrested 300 
traders in a crackdown on overcharging. The newspaper of the ruling 
Baa tli Party, reporting the latest phase in Iraq’s struggle with the effects of 
Gulf war trade sanctions, called Sunday for a “deadly strike against these 
thieves, who deserve everybody's curses.'' Penalties for overcharging on 
price-controlled basic foods include six months in prison and confiscation - 
of goods. But a similar crackdown last year led to the execution of 42 
traders. An official newspaper warned last week that "harsh and stiff 
penalties" imposed in the past had not been effective. The authorities now 
threaten to arrest customers who pay inflated prices as well as the tradep 
who sell to them, although there arc no reports that they have actually 
done so. Lieuicnani-Colonci Hashim Mohammad Faraj warned in a 
newspaper interview Sunday that his economic crime squads, scattered all 
around Baghdad, would nor hesitate to treat both parties of an illegal 
bargain alike. 
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Arab meeting to 
go ahead in Cairo 


AMMAN MONDAY, APRIL 5, 1993, SHAWAL 13, 1413 


Price: Jordan 100 Gls; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; IL 4 ' 1.50 dirhams- 


"ul iiiw- 1 DOHA (R) — Arab League fore- 

'iii Ij, ihrr jj" ign ministers wil! meet in Cairo 
i !c |j month despite anempts by 

some Arab states to have the 
,t m ‘ talks shifted to another capital 

i*.. ’ •*° far k, because of a wave of violence in 

re *o Egypt. a senior Arab official said 

! in n Vid Sund ay- The official said in the 
i, * j"' pnv' " Qatari capital that a majority of 
.u . l ' bad.' |“ the league's 21 members had 

> i| L l’ 3|| > Mi. voted to block the proposal to 

‘ ' , ■■fn i move the venue of the meeting 

■..i'. r W! scheduled for later this month. 

•I CiT -The source would not say which 
i f, ’ r ih, countries favoured holding the 

!': ,hni meeting outside Egypt. Sources 

i * lr W in Rabat ***** in March that 

* v indent Morocco had offered to host the 

idling ( r - r meeting to discuss the Middle 

!c -'d i M ; East peace process. “We should 

V 1 l,f io n *v* not ** **“ ones t£> 0,11 at die first 

muvL^ sign of trouble,” said the Arab 

“Hid !e ^ ‘ official whose country voted 

i -\lis„ n against moving the meeting. 

Resistance, Israelis 
l f-u trade artillery fire 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (AP) 
— Resistance fighters launched 
two attacks on Israeli troops in 
South Lebanon Sunday, drawing 
retaliatory artillery barrages, 
security sources said. There was 
no immediate word on casualties, 
added the sources. But the Hez- 
bollah claimed that three Israeli 
soldiers were killed in the second 
attack. A Hezbollah communi- 
que said its guerrillas fired several 
mortar rounds on a hilltop Israeli 
army position in Shoumariyeh at 
4:10 p.ni. (1310 GMT), on the 
edge of Israel's self-styled “secur- 
ity zone” in South Lebanon. It 
said two Israeli armoured vehi- 
cles were set on fire. A second 
guerrilla squad detonated a road- 
side bomb while an Israeli patrol 
was driving towards Shoumariyeh 
from the vicinity of the Crusader- 
built Beaufort Castle. “The ex- 
plosion went off as enemy sol- 
diers headed to inspect the two 
burning vehicles, killing three 
Israeli soldiers.” the statement 
said. The claim could not be 
immediately substantiated. 


‘■•yam icU i 

M.iwk 


m" 1 ’ y 


Aid agencies . 
evacuate Kismayu 

MOGADISHU (R) — Two lead- 
ing aid agencies have pulled out 
of the southern Somali port -of 
Kismayu because they fear they 
will be attacked by warring dans, 
a U.N. spokesman said Sunday. 
Farouk Mawlawi told reporters 
the Brussels-based aid group 
Mededns Sans Froniieres had 
withdrawn its staff from Kis- 
mayu. The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 
the main distributor of food in the 
area, closed down its Kismayu 
operation Wednesday after hand 
grenades lobbed into the ICRC 
compound (see page 2 for stories 
related to Somalia). 

Pakistan vows to fail 
Kashmir march 

MUZAFFARABAD. Pakistan 
(AP) — Pakistan vowed Sunday 
to stop thousands of demonstra- 
tors threatening to storm across 
the disputed ceasefire line into 
India's violence- wracked Kash- 
mir state. Authorities dynamited 
giant chunks of the mountain 'to 
block the only road leading to the 
narrow border crossing at Cha- 
kothi, about 50 kilometres •from 
the Himalayan capiral of Muzaf- 
farabad. “We'll stop them. They 
won’t be allowed to cross the 
border. They won’t be allowed to 
get dose." said Interior Minister 
Shujaat Hussein. But the march 
organiser. Mumta 2 Rathore, 
vowed to risk death rather thanr 
turn back. “We will continue 
until death stops us, not before," 
Mr. Rathore told a frenzied mob 
of demonstrators. 

Bomb hoax at AUC 

CAIRO (AP) — The American 
University in Cairo (AUC) was 
partially evacuated Sunday after 
an anonymous caller claimed a 
bomb was planted in the library. 
A nearly two-hour search of the 
university’s main library and a 
smaller one containing a collec- 
tion of rare books found no 
bombs and classes resumed nor- 
mally. The American Unversity 
in Cairo is a private university, 
accredited in the United States. It 
was founded in 1919. Security has 
been increased at the university 
with uniformed guards at the 
gates checking bags of people 
. entering the campus, for fear of 
attacks by Muslim militants who 
escalated their violent compaign 
last year. Dozens of plainclothes 
sixnirit) men also have crowded 
d-iwntown area. 


Major changes at Armed Forces 

Abu Taleb retires; Mirai is named successor 
Shurdom leaves service, named King’s advisor 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein, the Supreme Com- 
mander of the Armed Forces, 
Sunday made several changes in 
the hierarchy of the Armed 
Forces, continuing a series of 
retirements and replacements at 
the head of the Kingdom’s secur- 
ity forces. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. said a royal decree was issued 
endorsing a Cabinet decision to 
accept a request by Field Marshal 
Fathi Abu Taleb, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, that he be 
retired. 

Another decree named 
Lieutenant-General Abdul Hafez 
Mirai Kaabneh as Field Marshal 
Abu Taleb's successor. 

The King also endorsed a 
Cabinet decision to retire 
Lieutenant-General Ibsan 
Hameed Shurdom, chief of staff 
of the Air Force, upon his re- 
quest, and appointed him as an 
advisor to His Majesty. 

Informed sources said more 
reshuffles and reassignments as 
well as retirements were expected 
at the Armed Forces headquar- 
ters. That will be carried by Lt.- 
Gen. Mirai, whose appointment 
takes effect from Monday. 

> Gen. Kaabneh, 56, who served 
as member of the Jordanian de- 
legation to peace talks with 
Isreal, was the chief of military 
intelligence prior to his promo- 
tion Monday. 

The new chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, a graduate of the 





Field Marshal FatM Abu Taleb 
Royal Military Academy of Jor- 
dan, holds a masters degree in 
military science from tjre Royal 
College of Defence Studies in 
England. 

In 1962, he was awarded the 
Medal for Gallantry, Jordan's 
highest decoration for heroism in 
the battlefield. 

Royal decrees issued Sunday 
accepted the retirement of Fadel 
Air Fheid as director-general of 
the Public Security Department 
(PSD) and appointed Major- 
General Abdul Rahman Udwan 
as his successor. The King also 
promoted the outgoing PSD chief 
to the rank of lieutenant-general 
and awarded him the A1 Kawkab 
Medal of the First Order. 


Lt.-Gen. Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh 

In a message he sent Sunday to 
Field Marshal Abu Taleb, the 
King paid tribute to the outgoing 
chairman of the Joint Chiefc of 
Staff. 

“I have known you throughout 
your working life in the military, 
offering a distinguished perform- 
ance and serving as a true faithful 
soldier and a true military leader 
never shirking his responsibility,” 
the King said in his message. 

“You have lived through the 
various stages of the development 
of the Armed Forces alongside 
officers and troops, and through 
your efforts you have helped in 
building up a distinguished armed 
forces which serve as a shield 
protecting the nation and holding 
the standard of the Great Arab 


Revolt and defending its princi- 
ples,” the -King said. 

Praising Held Marshal Abu 
Taleb's service over the past 40 
years in the Armed Forces, the 
King said that the retired chief of 
staff will always “remain a dear 
brother" enjoying his absolute 
confidence, affection and appre- 
ciation. 

King Hussein- also congratu- 
lated the new army chief wishing 
him success in his leadership of 
the Armed Forces. 

“I have known you as a 
courageous and faithful soldier 
•and one among a distinguished 
elite of senior officers who con- 
tinue to enjoy my affection and 
who continue to struggle to up- 
hold the principles of the Arab 
Nation and defend its honour," 
King Hussein said. 

In reaffirming the need for the 
aimed forces' continued pre- 
paredness, the King said “every 
effort should be made to raise the 
standards of the Armed Forces 
and the armed forces institutions 
and colleges." 

;*We take pride in the armed 
fores which has inherited the 
noble values of the Great Arab 
Revolt and therefore the army 
should be ready to offer sacrifice 
in defence of the Arab Nation," 
the King added. 

King Hussein voiced his abso- 
lute confidence in the Armed 
Forces and the new chief and 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arab labour confere nce opens in Amman 

y Staff Reporter ^"unemployment as an initial | King meets Arab ministers 

ctao^ anrl Hractirollv tarlrlmn rho w 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Monday opens an Arab 
Labour Conference with the par- 
ticipation of all Arab League 
member states including Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia along with the 
rest of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) member states. 

The delegations to the confer- 
ence include employers, workers 
and government representatives. 

Labour Minister Abdul Karim 
A1 Kabariti. who will represent 
Jordan at the meeting, said in a 
statement Sunday that Jordan 
would submit a working paper 
proposing a practical mechanism 
to deal with the problem of un- 
employment in the Arab World. 

The working paper calls for a 


gradual reduction of the volume 
of unemployment as an initial 
stage and drastically tackling the 
problem in the second stage, the 
minister said. 

He said that Jordan was calling 
for the creation of national funds 
in the Arab countries suffering 
from high levels of unemploy- 
ment to finance small-size 
income-generating projects, 
especially those operated by col- 
lege graduates, and for vocational* 
training in agrarian reform, con- 
struction and other fields. * 

Mr. Kabariti added* that the 
strategic document in this regard 
will hinge on the economic situa- 
tion in the Arab World -indicating 
the disparities between economic 
growths in Arab countries, with 
dear reference to the levels of 

(Continued mi page 5) 


Israeli troops raid 
Gaza refugee camp 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein received Sunday at 
the Royal Court Omani Minister of Labour Sheikh Ahmad Ben 
Salem A1 Eisa’i, who is currently in Amman to attend the Arab 
labour ministers conference which will open Monday. 

The Omani minister conveyed to King Hussein the greetings of 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Saeed of Oman and expressed appredation of 
King Hussein’s leadership. 

The minister also lauded the distinguished relations between 
Jordan and Oman and commended the leaderships of the two 
countries for their keenness to enhance relations. 

Hie King asked the visiting minister to convey his greetings to 
Sultan Qaboos and voiced his hope that the Arab labour 
conference will be a good omen, auguring well for the Arab 
Nation. 

The meeting was attended by Royal Court Chief Khaled AI 
Karaki and the Omani ambassador to Jordan. 

King Hussein also received Qatar's Minister of Labour, Sodal 
Affairs and Housing Abdul Rahman Al Dirham and Bahraini 
Labour Minister Sheikh Khalifah Ben Salman Al Khalifeh. Hie 
two meetings were attended by Dr. Karaki. 

Palestinian leaders 
debate peace talks 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agencies) 
— Israeli troops clamped a cur- 
few on an occupied Gaza Strip 
refugee camp and searched house 
to house op Sunday for Arab 
suspects and weapons, security 
sources said. 

Israel has barred the 800,000 
Palestinians of Gaza from leaving 
the strip for a week following a 
spate of attacks on Jews. The 
occupied West Bank has been 
dosed since Wednesday. 

An Israeli officer told army 
radio that troops dosed Maghazi 
refugee camp from 2 a.m. on 
Sunday and were combing houses 
for Palestinians activists. 

Security sources said the raid 
was part of a fresh crackdown on 
Palestinians in Gaza, a poor coas- 
tal strip which has seethed with 
unrest since Israel expelled 415 
Arabs to Lebanon in December. 

Hie central Gaza camp is home 
to 15,000. Palestinian. 


Troops conducted a similar 
raid Friday in Gaza's Shati re- 
fugee camp. Israeli forces sear- 
ched house to house and rounded 
up hundreds of Palestinian men 
and boys. Most were released. 

Pj-ime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's spokesman Gad Ben- An 
said the indefinite closure of the 
occupied territories had reduced 
violent incidents. 

"The security forces are using a 
variety of measures in order to 
locate fugitives who are responsi- 
ble for the murders of Israelis and 
Palestinians in order to bring 
about tranquillity in these 
camps,” he said. 

The closure was expected to 
remain in force at least until after 
the first day of Passover which 
ends on Tuesday night. 

Palestinians called the closure a 
collective punishment that would 

(Continued on page 5) 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The 
Palestinian leadership has begun 
a crucial session on whether or 
not to send negotiators to the 
next round of Middle East peace 
talks with Israel, set to open on 
April 20 in Washington. 

But Palestinian' officials said 
that, with the impasse over 
Israel's expulsion of Palestinians 
to Lebanon and the new crack- 
down on the more than two mil- 
lion Palestinians in the occupied 
territories, the answer could be a 
flat “No.” 

“Our stand now is not accept 
the invitation to resume negotia- 
tions on April 20,” chief nego- 
tiator Haider Abdul Shafi said 
before the dosed-door meeting 
started late Saturday ar Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
headquarters in Tunis. 

PLO-' Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
who heads the PLO Information 


Department, said the meeting 
would run through Tuesday and 
possibly longer. 

“All that 1 can say is that there 
is nothing new” coming from the 
United States, lead co-sponsor 
with Russia of the peace process 
launched 17 months ago in Mad- 
rid, Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 

“We are discussing all the op- 
tions, to go or not to go, or to not 
take a final decision and continue 
the discussions and consulta- 
tions,” he said. 

A call for a postponement of 
the next round of Arab-lsraeli 
talks had not been excluded, he 
added. 

Diplomats said they do not 
expect a clear Palestinian answer 
before Egypt's President Hosni 
Mubarak meets U.S. President 
■Bill Clinton in Washington Tues- 
day. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Mubarak said seeking meeting with Rabin 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
said Sunday that Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, in 
Washington to try to revive Mid- 
dle East peace talks, wants to 
meet Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin after his return. 

Arab negotiators have refused 
to renew peace talks in Washing- 
ton on April 20 until a deadlock is 
broken over Israel’s Dec. 17 ex- 
pulsion of six Palestinians to 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman Gad 
Ben-Ari said the Egyptian 
ambassador to Israel requested a 
few days ago an Israeli-Egyptian 
spmmit but no date or place was 


• “We’ve known for some time 
that Mubarak was interested in 
meeting with Rabin after his trip 
to Washington but again in terms 
of exact dates and in terms of 
location, nothing is set,” Mr. 
Ben-Ari told Reuters. 

A flurry of diplomatic activity 
is planned before the peace talks 
are due to resume. Mr. Mubarak, 
on a five-day U.S. visit, meets 
President Bill Ginton Tuesday. 


Fans Bouez said Sunday that 
Arab participants at the talks — 
Jordan, Lebanon. Syria and the 


Palestinians — would send teams 
to Washington Saturday (see page 
2). 

Mr. Mubarak met Mr. Rabin in 
Cairo in July and agreed to visit 
Israel. Such a trip would be the 
first since Israeli Prime Minister 
Men ache m Begin hosted Egyp- 
tian President Anwar Sadat in 
1981 in Sinai, then held by Israel 
but later returned to Egypt. 

Israeli diplomats say the next 
step would be for Mr. Mubarak 
to phone Mr. Rabin. Hie two 
have spoken to each other by 
phone at least half a dozen times 
during the past six months. 


According to Israeli diplomats, 
the impetus for such a summit 

comes from the Arabs. They be- 
lieve such a high-level encounter 
could .lead Mr. Rabin to relax 

terms and thereby enable the 
Palestinians to return to the 
peace talks. In particular, the 
Palestinians want Mr. Rabin to 
agree some of those expelled 
from the occupied territories be- 
tween 1967-1970 could return, 
just as they would like Israel to 
expedite the return of the nearly 
400 Hamas exiles who are sche- 
duled 'to return at the end of the 



His Majesty King Hussein, the Supreme Comman- 
der of the Armed Forces, Sunday visits the Army 
General Headquarters where he was received by 
the outgoing Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Field Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb, the chief of staff of 


the.land forces, the outgoing chief of staff of the 
Royal Air Force, the assistants or the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the inspector general. 
King Hussein had a meeting with Field Marshal 
Abu Taleb. 


King underlines Jordan’s commitment 
to respect for human rights, freedoms 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein sent a message to 
the new director of the Public 
Security Department (PSD). Ma- 
jor General Abdul Rahman Al 
Udwan, congratulating him on 
his post and voicing absolute sup- 
port for and pride in the security 
services of Jordan. 

“Your choice as PSD director 
was in conformity with our prind- 
ple of entrusting well- 
experienced leaders with serious 
responsibilities of this nature and 
in front positions in different 
fields of national service.” the 
King said in his message. 

"I seize this opportunity to 
reaffirm that our country has 
remained and will remain an oasis 
of security, tranquillity and stabil- 
ity and will continue to uphold a 
great message that calls for re- 
spect of the values of life, and 
safeguard human freedom, secur- 
ity and dignity.” King Hussein 
said. 

“As we are crossing a new 
threshold in Jordan’s march to- 
wards political development, we 
give due support for the rule of 
die law at a time when we feel 
that responsibilities are becoming 


greater for every one." he added. 

“We trust that, armed with 
awareness and vigilance, wc are 
no doubt deepening our sense of 
security, dignity, freedom.' demo- 
cracy and human rights which 
should not be contested or com- 
promised" King Hussein said. 

"Huge efforts are needed to 
protect them and we would carry 
out this responsibility under all 
circumstances and crises." 

"Jordan has served as an illu- 
minant beacon for those seeking 
new hope.” he said. "Jordan has 
renounced and fought off intel- 
lectual terrorism and has never con- 
doned violence, fanaticism, 
malice and anarchy, but has 
rather opted for tolerance with 
firmness that can best ensure 
security." 

“The PSD will continue to 
embrace and support higher 
values and noble ideals and will 
continue to serve as strong arm of 
justice and a bridge for all citizens 
seeking security and progress." 

Maj-Gen. Udwan, who was 
appointed PSD chief by a Royal_ 
Decree which took effect Sunday." 
was educated at Alexandria Uni- 
versity where he graduated with a 


law degree in 196S. He has served 
with the PSD ever since. 

The posts he had assumed in- 
clude as head of the police court 
and the head of the PSD's legal 
affairs department, and head of 
the badia and border police force. 
He also served as head of the 
Balqa and Irbid gove morales' 
police departments before serv- 
ing as PSD deputy chief for plan- 
ning and operations until his new 
appointment. 

The PSD Sunday announced a 
limited reshuffle among its senior 
officers. 

Brigadier Ahmad Khasawneh 
became director of residency and 
border department. Brig, lzzed- 
din Zaza became commander of 
the police academy. Brigadier 
Adel Armouri became director of 
the preventive security branch. 
COIonel Hisham Ensour became 
director of the Anti-Narcotics 
Department, Lt. -Colonel 
Mohammad Suleiman became 
director of the PSD's diwan. and 
Lt. Colonel Fadel Al Dubeis be- 
came director of the Aqaba 
police department. 

(Continued on page 5) 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin (left) leads the way 
through the underbush with U.S. President BID 
Clinton (centre) and Canadian Prime Minister 


Brian Mulroney on a walk in the garden in 
Vancouver in-l -twccr . summit sessions of the 
U.S. and Russian leaders (AFP photo) 


Summit produces $1.6b 
aid package for Russia 


VANCOUVER (Agencies) — 
President Bill Clinton prepared a 
more than SI. 6 billion aid pack- 
age for Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin Sunday as the two leaders 
wrapped up their first summit. 

Mr. Ginton, who began his 
second summit day with a brisk 
jog, was formally announcing his 
aid package at a joint news con- 
ference with Mr. Yeltsin ending 
the two-day summit in this pic- 
turesque western Canadian sea- 
port. 

But administration officials un- 
veiled details earlier in the day. It 
includes S690 million in direct 
grants, $700 million in grain and 
other food credits and $230 mil- 
lion in other aid. 

Mr. Gihton's package — de- 
signed to help maintain political 
and economic reforms in Russia 
— also would establish a "demo- 
cracy corps” of Americans to 
engage in "peuple-to-people” 
contacts with Russians. 

Mr. Ginton concluded the first 
.day’s meetings with “a strong 
sense that President Yeltsin is 
going to return to Russia with a 


strong commitment to turning 
that country around." said his 
spokesman, George Stephano- 
poulos. in a CNN interview Sun- 
day. 

'Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen said the U.S. aid propos- 
al was just one part of a “multi- 
lateral effort in trying to see 
democracy progress in Russia and 
going back to market' system.” 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, said the summit 
demonstrates to the Russian peo- 
ple that “we are not alone in the 
world." Mr. Bentsen was inter- 
viewed Sunday on CBS and Mr. 
Kozyrev on ABC. 

"Hie United States has a great 
deal to gain from a strong, suc- 
cessful. democratic Russia,” Mr. 
Ginton said Saturday, with Mr. 
Yeltsin at his side. “It is in our 
interests, and I am very encour- 
aged by the things that President 
Yeltsin has stood for and the fight 
that he's waging." 

For his part, Mr. Yeltsin separ- 
ately told reporters: "For him 
(Clinton), whiat is happening in 
Russia is just as important as the 


national interests of Americ; 
You understand. That’s very ir 
teresting and pretty unsual." 

"I am very satisfied." h 
added. “You know, we d< 
veloped a kind of psychologic: 
perception, contact with eac 
other despite the difference i 
our ages.” 

Mr. Yeltsin is 62, Mr. Clinio 
46. 

The president took a 30-minut 
early-morning jog through 
waterfront part before their Sur 
day meeting. To a shouted quer 
on why Mr. Yeltsin wasn 
accompanying him, Mr. Clinto 
responded: “He’s got mor 
sense.” 

Mr. Ginton was also attendin 
services at a Baptist church b< 
fore meeting Mr. Yeltsin for th 
final summit session. 

As he jogged, he was dogge 
most of the way by three infla 
able power boats from Greet 
peace, an environmental an 
peace activist group, bearing th 
words "stop," nuclear” and "les 

(Continued on page 5) 


f 


I 






■' ru':. 


1 ■ 

J I 
1 

f r 


B 

sc 

1 

h 

B 

d. 

P 

o 

h. 

n 

fc 

tt 

tc 

X 

w 

ir 

2i 

a 

IT 

ti 

a 

ir 

a: 

o 

tl 

w 

p 

p 

b 

P 

r< 

B 

ir 

ir 

K 

k 

sc 

b 

a 

sc 


O 

tu 

& 

tc 

be 

se 

Pi 

§ l 

te 

M 

M 

w 

m 

d: 

it. 

tc 

hi 

m 

w 

m 

01 

se 


t 


Middle East News 




Bouez: U.S. siding with 
Israel in peace process 


DOHA (R) — Lebanon'* Fore- 
ign Minister Faris Bouez has said 
the Clinton administration was 
siding with Israel instead of being 
an impartial mediator in the stal- 
led Middle East peace process. 

"Assuming a role of a fair and 
trusted mediator means that the 
United Slates cannot he a 
strategic ally of Israel and at the 
same time he a fair or trusted 
mediator." Mr. Bouez said. 

lie was speaking to Reuters 
Saturday in the Qatari capital of 
Doha where he is holding talks on 
economic oxiperation. 

Mr. Bouez criticised state- 
ments by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher to Congress 
last week in which he described 
Israel as Washington's strategic 
ally and expressed commitment 
to the Jewish state's military su- 
periority in the region. 

"There is mystery and vague- 
ness in some contradictory state- 
ments that arc made and what is 
needed is a clarification of these 
positions in a firm way." Mr. 
Bouez said. 

lie said teams representing the 
Arabs involved in the peace pro- 
cess •— Lebanon Jordan. Syri^ 
and Palestinians — would go to 
Washington on April 1(1 to seek 
clarification of Mr. Christopher's 
comments. 

The Arab-Israeli peace talks 
launched in Madrid 17 months 
ago were stalled by Israels expul- 
sion of 415 Palestinians on De- 
cember 17 to South Lebanon. 

Mr. Bouez said the Arab nego- 
tiating reams were also awaiting 
the outcome of ligyplian Presi- 


dent Hosni Mubarak's talks with 
President Bill Clinton in 
Washington this week. 

He said Mr. Mubarak would- 
focus on a time frame for the 
return of all the expellees rather 
than a phased return by the end 
of the year as has been suggested 
by Washington. 

"We are not asking for some- 
thing new. We are demanding 
that the United States abide by its 
role us stipulated in the letters of 
assurances." presented by the 
former administration of Presi- 
dent George Bush before the 
Middle East peace conference in 
Madrid in October 1991. 

Asked what the Arabs wanted 
from the United States. Mr. 
Bouez safid it had to "play an 
effective role, be a true driving 
force add a full partner in the 
peace process." 

He said Lebanon would not go 
to the negotiating table without 
the Palestinian team. “We either 
ail go or nobody goes. 1 assert 
-that we will not accept any inter- 
Arab divisions." 

Mr. Bouez said he would meet 
(he foreign ministers of Syria and 
Jordan and the foreign affairs 
chief of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on April lb 
to decide whether to accept, an 
invitation by the United States 
and Russia to Arabs and Israelis 
to attend the ninth round of talks 
on April 2D in Washington. 

They met in Damascus on 
March 2K. but delayed a decision 
to allow time for consultations 
among Arab states and the co- 
sponsors on resolving the expel- 


lee crisis. 

Palestinians say they want U.S. 
guarantees that Israel carries out 
promises offered to Palestinians 
to revive the talks. 

The pledges in return for 
Palestinian participation in the 
April 20 talks included reschedul- 
ing the return of Palestinian ex- 
pellees and a promise to offer a 
new proposal on self-rule for 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip when the 
talks resume. 

Israel, in a deal worked out 
with Washington, agreed to take 
back L01 expellees and repatriate 
the rest in phases before the end 
of the year. The move angered 
Arabs who had demanded 
Israel’s full compliance with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 799. 
calling for their immediate, re- 
turn. 

In Marj A1 Zohour, Lebanon. 
Palestinian expellees urged Arabs 
Sunday to reject a phased return 
as a compromise to restart the 
peace talks. 

“A staged return of deportees 
means accepting the legality of 
deportation... we do not accept a 
staged return." spokesman 
Abdul Aziz Al Rantisi told repor- 
ters at their tent camp. 

"We urge The PLO never to 
resume the peace talks even if the 
deportees return to our homes ... 
If the Palestinians put a stop to 
the talks then all the Arabs will 
end them." he added. 

Most of the 396 exiles remain- 
ing from 415 expelled 109 days 
ago are sympathisers or members 
of Islamic groups 


Somalia’s oasis of peace 
isolated from relief aid 


BOSASSO. Somalia |R) -- 
Politician* in Bosasso sax peace is 
this no rill -eastern port'* worst 
•cncniv because relief efforts 
target nnh the trouble spots in 
Somalia. 

"All the relict clforts arc cnn- 
ccuti. licit on Mogadishu and the 
southern parts of Somalia 
Rather than being rewarded for 
having a good >.cctiritv situation. I 
feel we arc being punished." said 
Mohammad Ahshir Muse, chair- 
man ol the Somali Salvation 
Democratic Front tSSPF'). the 
dominant party in the region. 

I he handful ol aid agencies in 
die poii tnged the l’.N.V\pecial 
emo\. i cured Admiral Jonathan 
I lowe. ni a visit to Bosiismi Satui- 
•iav . t * pump funds into the ailing 
distnci 

in line with the rest ol Somalia, 
die legion's infrastructure and 
cionomv is m latlcis. Bm apart 
Mom the occasional thiol. Mr 
Muse '.nd the arid, rockv port 
•».is 1 1 ampul 

I he urn ih- eastern pari ol 
SMinah.i has become a haven loi 
nearlv 'tm.DUO refugees ami ills 
placed |H*.»plc This put an enoi- 
nioiis si i .mi «ui U«cal people 

I Lull ( tiikli Munch. in o| the 
'\orld 1 .*o»l Piogiamrnc iWI Pl 
••.ml Mu no. i dcspci.itclv needed 
imL d Mali and a schools 
"i.'Vii M.il.nia was ule and 
Milvuuiosis widespread 

\\. need the support or inlet ■ 

■ion governmental orga 

•is.uioii' iN(iOs). hot no one is 
■k p.ned ni conic lioio because it 
' tpnei I think N(i()s prefer 
• • _••• the inoic spool acu hit 
»' ' hi. ic ihev have the covei 
•i * N N f»e said, lelerrmu to the 
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Somalia from next month. 

Adm. Howe assured aid agen- 
cies and politicians he would 
closely examine the area’s prob- 
lems. 

"We want to pay attention to 
this region and reward people's 
efforts for keeping peace. 1 hope 
that I can encourage NCJOs to 
join you so that you will not he so 
alone!" Adm. liowe'said. 

The United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) ear- 
marked $10 million for the area 
and the project was due to begin 
tti l-’gbruary. 

“ : ITie programme was .meant to 
start in February, but not even 
$10 Juts been spent yet." said 
Hum ley Anderson, the U.N. 
director in the region. 

Adm. Howe said he would 
s|K*ak to the UNDP on his return 
to Mogadishu. The town's port 
would be a focal development 
project, he said. 

Bosasso's port area is the eco- 
nomic lifeline of the area and 
hundreds of thousands of goals 
ate exported from there every 
ve.li io Middle Eastern countries. 

Jiisi Inrforc the war. Italians 
launched an ambitious project to 
mode rinse the port, but this was 
shelved when fighting hegnn. 

The one-berth port, heavily 
guarded hv men armed with AK- 
47 rifles, does not have a crane 
lor loading and there are no 
warehouses. A rusty, disused 
tanker takes up a large area of the 
berth, but Mr. Muse said there 
were no lugs to take it away. 

I ike the rest of Somalia, there 
is no banking system in Bosasso. 
there are no veterinarians to issue 
health certificates for animals, 
and customs facilities arc chaotic. 

< >ne goat trader, who did not 
want to he named, said he cm- 
ploved a man in Saudi Arabia to 
forgo health certificates for his 
goats. 

“1 sell a goal lor about $40. hut 
SIM of this immediately goes to 
the middle man. What else can l 
the '■ *di : -.a ul 
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Pirates 

poach 

Somali 

waters 


BOSASSO, Somalia (R) — Local 
leaders say pirate trawlers have 
taken advantage of Somalia's dvil 
war to strip the rich fishing 
grounds off its northeastern 
coast. 

“We have been robbed by sea 
pirates of our marine resources. 
They are taking advantage of our 
national tragedy.” said Moham- 
mad Ahshir Mure,- chairman of 
the Somali Salvation Democratic 
Front. 

Mr. Muse said Saturday that 
Italian. Greek. Taiwanese. Rus- 
sian and South Korean ships were 
"having a field day looting Somali 
waters" of lobster, crab, tuna and 
other delicacies. 

The former port manager, 
Omar Deria. said foreign ships 
entered Somali waters in the Gulf 
of Aden at night. He said the 
poachers used powerful spotlights 
and illegal, tightly spun drag nets 
to haul in their catch. 

"When locals tried to stop 
them, the ships sprayed them 
with hot water. It's nothing more 
than robbeiy." Mr. Deria said. 

Mr. Muse said Bosasso, the 
main port in northeastern Soma- 
lia about 65(1 kilometres east of 
Djibouti, was a bustling fishing 
area before the Somali war broke 
out just over two years ago and 
shut down the region’s four 
fishing factories. 

"We have one of the richest 
maritime coastlines in the world. 
Studies by the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) indicate we could export 
fish to ihe value of about $200 
million (a year). But now our fish 
are being stolen." Mr. Muse said. 

Local leaders said they also 
suspected foreign nations were 
dumping toxic waste in Somali 
waters," adding that they had 
asked the environmental group 
Greenpeace to investigate. 

Mr. Muse appealed to the Un- 
ited Nations special envoy in 
Somalia, retired U.S. Admiral 
Jonathan Howe, to help stop the 
pouching. 





MARKETPLACE: Egyptian soldiers boy pro- 
ducts From Palestinian women at the RnTafa border 
crossing in northeastern Egypt used For passage by 


most Israelis and Palestinians crossing to and from 
Egypt to the occupied territories (AFP photo) 


Defence lawyers say fair trial 
preempted in New York blast 


NEW YORK (AP) — The lawyer 
for one of the World Trade Cen- 
tre bombing defendants said he 
first learned of a letter claiming 
responsibility when he read it in 
the New York Times. 

It remains the only place 
Robert Precht has seen the note. 

Such evidence, much of it judi- 
ciously leaked, has assuaged 
national fears about terrorism 
since the February blast. But, ask 
the defence lawyers, at what 
cost? 

“It seems to be a systematic 
effort by the government to con- 
vince America they've caught the 
right people." complained Mr. 
Precht. who represents accused 
bomber Mohammad Salameh. 
“It undermines the chances for a 
fair trial" 

The defence lawyers said the 
potential juiy pool for five men 
arrested has been prejudiced by 
information — some of it bogus 
or otherwise inadmissible as evi- 
dence — leaked to reporters by 
■investigators or government offi- 
cials. 

“It's trial by leak, trial by press 
conference’.”" said Leonard - 
Weinglass,.. attorney for Nidal 
Ayyad. 

While newspapers and televi- 
sion stations are getting the in- 
formation, the lawyers said they 
still have no access to basic evi- 
dence involving search warrants 
and their clients' statements. 

“In essence, we're blind men 
behind a curtain fighting sha- 
dows." said lawyer Ron Kuby, 
representing Ibrahim AI Gabrow- 
ny. 

Mr. Weinglass said he has re- 
ceived only a three-page inven- 
tory of items seized from Mr. 
Ayyad after his March 10 arrest. 


Search warrants were executed at 
Ayyad’s home and office; Mr. 
Weinglass knew nothing about 
either. 

Kate Cosen za. spokeswoman 
for U.S. attorney Roger Hayes, 
denied there has been a problem 
in turning over the evidence. At a 
Thursday hearing. U.S. District 
Judge Kevin T. Duffy ruled the 
defence would begin getting some 
evidence Monday. 

Mr. Duffy also imposed a gag 
rule, over defence objections, 
barring further statements by 
either side. ‘The next time 1 pick 
up a paper and see a quotation 
from any of you, you had best be 
prepared to have some money," 
Mr. Duffy warned them. 

All five defence attorneys were 
interviewed Wednesday by the 
Associated Press before the gag 
rule was imposed. They indicated 
that such a ruling would be too 
late because the damage was 
already done. 

Four jailed suspects in the 
bombing, and a fifth man 
arrested on obstruction of justice 
charges, deny involvement in the 
Feb. 26 explosion that killed six. 
injured more than 1,000 and Crip- 
pled the nation's second-tallest 
building. A sixth suspect remains 
at laige. 

Their attorneys portray the sus- 
pects as religious men, family 
men. innocent men. 

“If you could see my client in 
the flesh, he looks like a Rutgers 
chemistry graduate.” Mr. Weing- 
iass, whose client is a chemistry 
graduate from the New Jersey 
state university. “The portrayals 
on TV are of a bomb-throwing 
militant." 

Mahmoud Abu Halima's attor- 
ney, Jesse Berman, said he was 
stunned that his client was 


greeted by a camera crew when 
he was flown back to the United 
States under tight security after 
his arrest in Egypt, then rushed 
by motorcade to Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) headquar- 
ters in Manhattan. 

“That's what they want; Time 
magazine to run photos of the 
four defendants," Mr. Berman 
said. “If there never was a trial, 
they'd be happy. They can't be 
doing better than they are now. 
It's all downhill from here." 

But the lawyers' complaints 
that the leaks are poisoning 
potential jurors are challenged by 
attorneys representing the news 
media. 

“That refrain is a constant one 
heard from defence counsel,” 
said Richard Winfield, a New 
York lawyer who represents the 
Associated Press and other 
media. “I can think of cases with 
far more coverage for far longer 
time which produced juries who 
acquitted defendants.” 

Among die several damaging 
leaks cited by the defence attor- 
neys: 

— A., repoxi saying Mr. 

. Salameh ,.^nd. fmpdlpr. suspect 
were seen .together at a gasoline 
r station the morning of the explo- 
sion. “It's completely untrue,” 
said Mr. Precht. 

— Reports of a bank account 
shared, by Mr. Salameh and Mr. 
Ayyad that was used to funnel 
foreign funds. “You’re going to 
find out there was no foreign 
money." said Mr. Weinglass. 

Mr. Kuby has another gripe. 
His client, Mr. Elgabrowny, has 
never been charged in the bomb- 
ing, yet he's behind bars without 
bail. His crime: Scuffling with 
two FBI agents executing a 
search warrant at his apartment.- 


Egypt defends handover of blast suspect 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki Saturday de- 
fended his government's hand- 
over of an Egyptian- bom suspect 
in a New York bombing, telling 
parliament Mahmoud Abu Hali- 
ma's “effective nationality" was 
American. 

Egypt has been drawn in to the 
investigation of Feb. 26 bombing: 
at the World Trade Centre in the 
past week. Political leaders have 
suggested links between suspects 
in New York and a surge of 
political violence at home and 
come under attack for handing 
Mr. Abu Halima over to a West- 
ern power. 

The government stated a day 
after FBI investigators took 
charge of Mr. Abu Halima at 
Cairo airport that he had freely 
gone hack to the United States to 
clear his name. 

But opposition newspapers 


have continued to harry it with 
the isSQe, linking it to the case of 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, a 
blind Egyptian-born cleric who 
preached to the New York sus- 
pects and is revered by Muslim 
militants in Egypt as a spiritual 
guide. 

Mr. Abu Halima left the Un- 
ited States just after the bombing 
and entered Egypt from Saudi 
Arabia on March ll. He was 
detained in his hometown on 
March 14 and flew back to New 
York on March 24. 

Mr. Sedki gave the number of 
the German travel document Mr. 
Abu Halima had used to enter 
Egypt as a foreigner and cited 
international law as saying that 
Mr. Abu Halima's citizenship and 
long residence in the United 
States meant he was no longer 
Egyptian. 

The United States is Egypt's 


close ally but many Egyptians still 
harbour deep suspicion about the 
West because of its support for 
Israel and what they see as its 
hostility to Islam. 

“In the light of his many 
nationalities, his permanent resi- 
dent in the U.S. with his wife and 
children, the presence of his work 
and all bis financial interests 
there, the complete cut-off of his 
ties with Egypt since 1980 and his 
entry as a foreigner, his effective 
nationality is American,” Mr. 
Sedki said. 

Al Sbaab newspaper, owned by 
the fundamentalist-leaning 
Socialist Labour Party, again ac- 
cused the government of swap- 
ping Mr. Abu Halima for Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman's deportation, 
challenging government state- 
ments to the contrary. 

“This was a position not seen in 
Egypt's most servile days. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS III BRIEF 


I 


Aid workers warn of Sudan violence 

mmejSSS-SS: 

Garang heads the 

Torit faction. The other major group, led by Riak Mactw, 
called the Nasir faction. The rebels took up aims iO years ago ro 
Sress for increased autonomy far the predominantly Chnstian 
Est MutfTtSditionally dominated by the Muslim north. Col. 
S SSd TStaieri ceasefire Feb. 18 and 
reciprocated the following day. However, clashes am^g the reb^ 
have continued. The United Nations has esttmatedthat 
and the war have killed about 350.000 since 1990 m 
Sudan. Other aid agencies say the figure might be ^ high “one 
million over the length of the war. An estimated 2.5 million people 
are displaced. 

11 rebels killed in eastern Turkey 

ISTANBUL (R) — Eleven Kurdish rebels were tailed in a dash 
with security fofees in eastern Enrin^n province 
Turkish radio reported Sunday. It said »v^l£eK m i riightijr p 
wounded. More than 5,400 people have fa^nloHedin violeiwe 
related to the armed campaign launched tn 1984 by ** 

Labour Party (PKK) for a separate homeland in southeastern 

Turkey. 

Iran parliament chief to visit Europe 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nouri will visit Croatia, Greece and Poland from Tuesday, the 
Iranian news agency IRNA said Saturday. Mr. Nateq-Noun, who 
is a Muslim cleric, will be accompanied by Iran s ministers of 
commerce and housing and a number of parliament deputies on the 
week-long official tour, it said. 

Syria gets $300 million phone system 

DAMASCUS (R) Syria has begun using a new international 
dialing exchange as part of a $300 million project to expand and 
upgrade the country's telephone system, a government official saw 
Sunday. AH Ma’rouf, deputy chief of the Telephone and Telecom-.- 
muni cation Authority, said the 7,100-circuit international exchange 
was now in use. He said the foil project, to be complete over thc4 
next two years, would include 700,000 telephone lines and a 
telephone network covering the entire country. Kuwait extended 
loans totalling $180 million for the project in which Germany’s 
Siemens A.G. is the leading contractor, he said. Asked when all 
those applying for phone lines, especially in Damascus, would get 
lines Mr. Ma’rouf said he expected the shortage would be met by 
1998. The government has approved another 260,000-line project 
and work is expected to start after completion of the current one. 

Ozal starts tour of ex-Soviet states 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish President Turgut Ozal has begun an 
11-day tour of five ex-Soviet states as part of Ankara's efforts to 
widen cooperation, die semi-official Anatolian news agency said 
Sunday. Mr. Ozal's tour, lasting through April 15, will take him to 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and on the 
last leg to Azerbaijan, where the Armenian forces have gained 
control of almost 10 PCT of Azeri territory in the last few days. 
Turkey said Saturday it would not allow passage of aid convoys 
bound for Armenia. Mr. Ozal, in an airport statement made no 
mention of the Armenian attacks, but said he would discuss with 
b's'rouhterparts the implementation of various agreements already 
sighed and exchange views on 'farther cooperation. Turkish 
Foreign Minister Hflcmet Cetin* rir ! al$o taking part in the trip. 

Turkish BBC guide to be tried in Iraq 

LONDON (R) — A Turkish guide who led a British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) film crew on a fatal trip into northern Iraq is to 
be tried for murder by Iraqi Kurds, the Sunday Times reported. 
Crew-members Nick Della Casa, his wife Rosanna and Charles 
Maxwell disappeared while covering the Kurdish rebellion against 
the Baghdad government after the end of the Gulf war. The bodies 
of die two men were found in May 1991, two months after their 
disappearance, but Rosanna is still missing. The Sunday Times said 
Hashim Ciftd, a Turkish Kurd, faced the death penalty if found 
guilty at the hearing due in the next six weeks in the city of Erbfl, in 
Kurdish-controllcd northern Iraq. The newspaper said Mr. Ciftd, 
described as a deserter from the Turkish army, had told British 
policemen who visited him in prison in northern Iraq that he shot 
Mr. Della Casa and Mr. Maxwell after an argument over money. 
The report said he claimed that he allowed Rosanna to go free but 
Kurdish sources suspect that he also murdered her. Two other 
Turkish Kurds were also expected to stand trial accused of aiding 
and abetting Mr. Ciftd. The trial can take place in northern Iraq 
because the Kurds have set up then own judidal system, 
independent of Baghdad, the Sunday Times said. 

Iran, Malaysia sign economic accords 

NICOSIA (AP) — Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Moham- 
mad met in Tehran Sunday with Iranian offidals and supervised- the 
signing of several agreements to boost economic ties between the 
two countries, Tehran Radio reported. The broadcast quoted Mr. 
“ ahat S , r as Mying in a meeting with Iran’s spiritual leader, 
Ayatollah Ah Khamenei, that his country was looking to speed up 
cooperation. In order to reduce our dependence on advanced 
countries of the West and the north we need a strong economy and 
a powerful government, and it is with this aim that we are ready for 
the speedy expansion of ties with Islamic Iran,” the radio quoted 
Mr. Mahathir as saying. Ayatollah Khamenei stressed that 
Western countries were dependent on the vast resources of Islamic 
countries. Therefore Muslims can attain their rights by strene- 

fi l e ? dIy - ties and common thought.” 
Mr. Mahathir s 180-member delegation, comprising officials and 
businessmen, met with Iranian offidals and signed agreements on 
economic and commercial cooperation, the radio 1ST 
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FOR HIE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (Rj) information depart- 
ment at the Queen ASa International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. when: it 
should always be verified. 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

•MS 
IfcM 
IB: 15 
Ifc 15 
IfcM 
1*45 - 
ll:M 
11:15 
17:45 
1*38 
2fcM 
21:10 


— .Sa n aa (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

— Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

Damsscns (RJ) 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

— New Delhi (RJ) 

- Beirut (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

■ New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
— .... Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 
Bangkok. Dubai (RJ) 


London (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

llsls Khartoum (SU) 

1*^5 Cairo (MS) 

LfcM Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

VkAQ ............ ........ Istanbul (TKi 

Dubai. Damascus (EM) 

2fc ® s Vienna. Lamaca (05) 

DmurnniEs 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

-Bdrut(RJ) 

1“|5 Toronto Montreal (RJ) 

.. London (RJ) 

Jtii Riyadh (Rj) 

ir" Frankfun (Rj) 
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Othmr Rights (Terminal 2) 

Sig • — —r Bcmu(ME) 


Aden (AL) 

rj" Khartoum (RJ) 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

“■*[ Istanbul (TK) 

2,sW Dubai (EM) ' 

“AWSET prices 
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®a“*na (Mukanimarj .."IIII 620/ 620 
900/700 
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By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
cials Sunday welcomed the lift- 
ing of one-raonth-old U.S. 
warning to American nationals 
travelling to Jordan and said it 
has removed a cloud from the 
otherwise warming ap 
American-Jordanfan relations. 

“It is welcome news and we 
are happy with it,” said 
Mahinoud AI Sharif, the In- 
formation Minister. “The re- 
traction of the travel advisory 
puts things back on the track 
that they should be.” 

Peter Kovach, the U.S. 
embassy spokesman, con- 
firmed that the mission had 
early this month received "a 
one-line cable” from Washing- 
ton notifying it that the advis- 
ory has been lifted. 

He declined to elaborate. 

The travel warning “was a 
mistake in the first place and 
we don’t know how it was 
made." a government source 
said. "Now chat they have 
lifted it. we are satisfied that 
the entire episode is behind 
us." 

Officials and tour operators 
meanwhile, differed on the im- 
pact of the advisory. 

Minister of Tourism Yana I 
Hikmat said the effect was 
minimal and there was no ma- 
jor cancellation of group tours, 
but travel agents said they suf- 
fered losses. 

The American warning, 
issued on March 1. advised 
U.S. citizens to take precau- 
tions while travelling to and in 
Jordan, saying there could be a 
“heightened threat of terror- 
ism." ■ 

. A flurry of diplomatic con- 
tacts between Amman and 
Washington followed the 
warning, and the cancellation 
of the advisory was seen as the 
result of intense Jordanian lob- 
bying against it. 

Despite the cancellation of 
the advisory, a single theory as 
to why it was issued in the first 
place does not exist. 

The Feb. 2 interception and 
arrest of two men at the 
Ramtha border post along with 
concealed weapons said to 
have been intended for an 
attack against Americans in 
Jordan was cited by the U.S. as 
the reason for the advi^qjy,., 
^.-But.Joid^mjan officials, were 
scepti&iuiat such an iugujpnt 
alone could have prompted the 
warning, particularly that 
security authorities had estab- 


lished that the purported plot 
was aborted and had adopted 
unspecified measures to follow 
up the affair. 

Furthermore, there was no 
precedent to any American 
being hurt while visiting or 
staying in Jordan, and as such 
the travel advisory was a harsh 
measure to take against a 
country with such a record. 

While some officials viewed 
the U.S. decision as an unjusti- 
fied overreaction, others saw 
in the move an American 
attempt to send a political mes- 
sage, whose significance could 
not be readily understood or 
fathomed. 

One theory advanced at the 
time was that the advisory 
came as a “preemptive mea- 
sure" against possible backlash 
in Jordan resulting from the 
arrest of Mohammad Salameh, 
a Jordanian of Palestinian ori- 
gin who was detained on 
March 4 in connection with the 
Feb. 2 bombing of the World 
Trade Centre in New York. 

The arrest of Mr. Salameh 
came three days after the 
warning was issued. 

"Apparently the U.S. au- 
thorities knew they were going 
to arrest a Jordanian in con- 
nection with the bombing, and r 
they moved to avoid any reper- 
cussions against Americans in 
Jordan," according to one of 
the sources. 

Another theory was that the 
advisory was a subtle form of 
American pressure on Jordan 
to accept the invitation to the 
ninth round of Arab-Israeti 
peace talks in Washington on 
April 20. 

American sources denied 
there were any ulterior motives 
to the advisory, maintaining 
that the State Department, 
mindful of the Dec. 22. 1988. 
Pan Am bombing affair in 
which the department was ac- 
cused of "withholding advance 
warnings,” could not but issue 
the advisory. 

In the Feb. incident at 
Ramtha. the two men detained 
were said to have confessed 
that they belonged to a group 
called Hizbollah-Palestine and 
were planning to use the 
weapons that they were found 
carrying . . against 

American tourists in Jordan 
around Feb. 20 when U.S. 
Secretary of -State L Warren _ 
Christopher was visiting the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Christopher was seeking 
to revive the stalled Arab- 


Universality is focus 
of human rights talks 


By a Reporter 

AMMAN — The Rights and 
Humanity Round Table on 
“Strengthening Commitment to 
the Universality of Human 
Rights" opens in Amman today 
under the Chairmanship of His 
• Royal Highness Crown Prince 
l Hassan, a Patron of the Interna- 
tional Movement of Rights and 
Humanity. 

The round table is being re- 
garded by the U.N. as a “Satel- 
lite” meeting in preparation for 
the World Conference on Human 
Rights to be held in Vienna in 
June. 


U.N. A-sistant-Secretary- 
General for Human Rights Ibra- 
hima Fall will address 30-40 of the 
world’s moral and ethical leaders, 
who will “search for a new vision 
to confirm and consolidate the 
universal nature of human 
rights," a statement said. 

According to the Rights and 
Humanity statement "some cri- 
tics are denying the fundamental 
principle of the universal applica- 
tion of human rights standards, 
thus abrogating the very basis of 
human rights protection. Univer- 
sality is the key concept in human 
rights theory and practice 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

King confers medal on land forces chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday conferred 
on General Salem Turk, Army Chief of Staff-Land Forces, the 
Jordanian Al Kawkab Medal of the First Order. King Hussein 
cabled his condolences to King Juan Carlos of Spain expressing 
his sympathy and those of the Royal Family over the death of 
King Juan Carlos’ father. The King also delegated Pnnce Rad 
Ben Zeid the Chief Chamberlain, and Chief of Royal Protocol 
Mohammad Udwan to take part in the funeral and deliver a 
message to the Spanish monarch. His Majesty Sunday sent a cable 
ofeood wishes to President of Senegal Abdo Diouf on his 
country’s national day. He wished the president continued 
happiness and further progress and prosperity for the Senegalese 
people King Hussein also sent a message to Qatar 5 Sheikh 
Khalifah Ben Hamad Al Than! concerning the tragic sitiwhon in 
Bosnia-Heizegovina. The message was delivered by Jordans 
Ambassador to Qatar Nayef Al Qadi to Qatar s Munster of 
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem. 



Candy, Chocolates, Gifts 

On the occasion of the season's feasts, we offer you the 
most beautiful assortment of Lebanese chocolates, royal 
nougat, candies, and excellent Damascus dried fruits, in 
addition to a large assortment of gifts, silver and china- 
ware. 

We also have the best assortment of candles in different 
colours and sizes for different occasions. 

Seventh Circle — opposite entrance to Ramada Hotel 


Israeli peace negotiations. 

“Obviously the group 
opposes the peace process and 
wanted to stage the attack at a 
time when the focus of interna- 
tional media would have been 
on Jordan with the visit of Mr. 
Christopher? said a Palestinian 
source. 

British embassy officials in 
Amman, meanwhile, dismis- 
sed reports that London had 
also issued a similar travel 
advisory to British nationals. 

“No such warning was 
issued," said a British diplo- 
mat. 

Mr. Hikmat, the tourism 
minister, Sunday welcomed 
the lifting of the American 
advisory, which, be said was, 
"totally groundless since there 
was nothing in Jordan that 
posed any danger to anyone.” 

Asked whether tourism to 
Jordan suffered as a result of 
the warning and whether there 
were any long-term repercus- 
sions on the Kingdom’s second 
largest foreign exchange ear- 
ner, Mr. Hikmat said: 

“As far as we know there 
was no major impact, there 
was no major cancellation by 
tour groups, and I don’t think 
there are any long-term 
effects.” 

The minister, speaking in a 
telephone interview with the 
Jordan Times, conceded, 
however, that “a few tour 
operators might have suffered 
small losses. 

But some travel agents said 
the impact was quite visible on 
European tourism to Jordan. 

“Jordan does not normally 
have any large number of 
American tourists,” said an 
official at a leading travel agen- 
cy. “But there was a negative 
impact pf the warning on Euro- 
pean tourism to Jordan.” 

According to the tour oper- 
ator, who preferred not to be 
named, the travel advisory 
came at a time when European 
travel agents were releasing 
their brochures and tour prog- 
rammes for the season. 

“As a result of the warning, 
•Jordan was not included in the 
' programmes of many agents in 
Europe, and this will take a 
few months to be rectified,” 
the official told the Jordan- 
Times. 

• Airlines said there were * 
some cancellations ^‘of tour 1 
groups coming to Jordan , but. * 
as one of them put it. not to '* 
the extent of resulting in any 
large losses. 

Meeting 

reviews 

special 

education 

; AMMAN (Petra) — In its drive 
| to promote and develop educa- 
| tion in Jordan, the Ministry of 
j Education is coordinating its 
; efforts with educational institu- 
tions in the country and abroad to 
; operate education programmes 
for distinguished students and 
| children with special learning 
! needs. Secretary General Munth- 
! er Al Masri said. 

Standing in for Minister of 
Education Thouqan Al Hindawi, 
at the opening of a semi-regional 
symposium on planning and orga- 
nising special education in the 
Arab World, Dr. Masri said 
available advanced educational 
techniques facilitate the work of 
researchers and education profes- 
sionals; and die ministry is mak- 
ing it its business to provide 
educational programmes "to all 
those of tearing age.” 

Noting that Jordan was among 
the first Arab countries to con- 
; cem itself with special education. 
Dr. Masri said the 1987 Educa- 
tional Conference in Jordan pas- 
sed resolutions that included car- 
ing for the special needs of hand- 
icapped children as well as those 
with special talents and gifts. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday meets with 
p ar ti c ipants to the conference on medical sciences held Saturday 
and Sunday at .the Jordan University for Science and Technology 
(JUST) (Petra photo) 

Crown Prince meets with 
medical sciences experts 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal place at the conference, as well as 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan on its recommendations in the 
received in his office Sunday par- field of admitting students to 
tidpants to a conference orga- faculties of medicine in the Arab 
nised by the Arab Sodety for World. 

“f Technology (JUST), April 

The group included deens and tion in ,oreten - 

professors of faculties of medi- The Crown Prince called on 
dne at Jordanian, Iraqi, Syrian, academic institutions and univer- 
Egyptian, Lebanese and Bahraini sities to take the initiative in 
universities, in addition to repre- linking the work of universities in 
sentatives of the World Health quantity and quality to the needs 
Organisation (WHO) and the of the sodety and to take into 
Arab and International Universi- consideration the economic foe- 
ties Federation. ton and the continued political 

The group briefed Prince Has- changes sweeping the Arab re- 
san on the debates which took gion. 


Tax no more 


DUE to what appeared to be 
popular acceptance of a prop- 
osed tax on polygamy, first 
repotted in the Jordan Times 
I April V issue, it was dedded 
; that the details of a good secret 
should not be revealed right 
; away. That is why perhaps it 
has taken us this long to dis- 
close that the whole story 
headlined “Over and above 
; Marital Snags: New tax,” was 
i our way of making an April 


fool's joke for this year. 

It might be totally true that 
not many of our legislators 
would ever be ready to intro- 
duce a “polygamy tax" into 
their House. 

But judging from the reac- 
tion this newspaper received 
during the past few days, the 
honourable gentlemen had 
better think twice, thrice or 
“poly-times.” Happy April 
fools to all. 


Population experts review 
.growth danger in -region 


By a Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab Popula- 
tion Conference, jointly orga- 
nised by the United Nations Eco- 
nomic and Soaal Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA), the 
League of Arab States and the 
United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA), opened its proceed- 
ings Sunday at the Royal Cultural 
Centre in Amman. 

Forming part of the regional 
preparation for the United Na- 
tions International Conference 
on Population and Development 
to be held in Cairo in September, 
the five-day conference in Am- 
man started examining key 
population-related issues in the 
Arab countries. 

Held under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan the conference 
Sunday adopted its agenda con- 
taining the key population issues 
iu the Arab World: population 
growth and structure; population 
policies and programmes; 
population, environment and de- 
velopment; population distribu- 
tion and internal migration; inter- 
national migration; women and 
development and family plan- 
ning, health and family well- 
being. 

The conference elected Munth- 
er Al Masri of Jordan chairman 
of the senior officials and experts 
meeting, which will continue until 
April 6 and will be followed 
immediately by a ministerial 
meeting April 7-8. 

Thoraya Obaid, chief of the 
Social Development and Popula- 
tion Division at ESCWA de- 
clared that elaborating popula- 
tion policies in the Arab World is 
not an easy task, let alone execut- 
ing, evaluating and modernising 
it. 

Citing the example of the 
Palestinian people expelled from 


their homeland, Mrs. ' Obaid 
added that external migration,'-' 
namely compulsive migration, is 
on the rise. 

Jyoti Shankar Singh, executive 
coordinator of the upcoming In- 
ternational Conference on 
Population and Development and 
director of the Technical and 
Evaluation Division at UNFPA 
said the emerging environmental 
issues and their close relationship 
to population and sustainable de- 
velopment warrants a need to 
strengthen and integrate efforts 
exerted in this regard within the 
primary health care and other 
services sectors. 

In many Arab countries infont, 
child and maternal mortality and 
morbidity continues to be high, 
and appropriate programmes for 
their reduction are needed, 
added Mr. Singh. 

He said special attention 
should be given to problems re- 
lated to internal migration, rapid 
urbanisation and international 
migration — closing the gap be- 
tween the rural and urban areas. 

During the plenary session, the 
delegates examined a working 
paper entitled “Population Struc- 
ture and Growth in the Arab 
World: Recent Trends." 

The paper said certain Arab 
countries present the favourable 
conjunction of a sparsely- 
populated ground and an oil-rich 
underground. 

These countries enjoy — but 
for how much longer? — financial 
assets which sustain high fertility. 

Everywhere else, resources are 
limited and the economic future 
uncertain: therefore, already con- 
fronted with the many problems 
caused by demographic growth, 
these countries will face them on 
a much larger scale at the turn of 
the century if fertility does not 
decline suffidenly, according to 
the paper. 




DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT IN ABD0UN 

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, dining 
room, salon. 

Telephone, central heating, air condition, garage 
and garden. With a maid room with bathroom. 


For more Information call: Roda’s 693277, 
from 9 a,m. - 2 p.m. and 4-7 p.m. 
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Women’s Union seeks consensus 
election of administrative panel 


’ By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Attempts to achieve 
a general consensus to elect 7-1 1 
administrative Committee mem- 
bers representative of the foil 
spectrum of the Women’s Union 
in Jordan (WUJ) are underway to 
avoid resorting to elections, WUJ 
sources said. 

“We have a particular interest 
in obtaining an Administrative 
Committee by acclamation," said 
Da’ad Ma’ath, a member of the 
present WUJ Administrative 
Committee. “If discussions are 
not fruitful, we will then resort to 
elections.’’ 

Competition over the 7-11 
seats of the WUJ Administrative 
Committee, expected to take 
place next Friday, April 9. is 
divided among 32 candidates. 

Out of the 787 members who 
represent the General Commit- 
tee, 430 members, who paid the 
annual JD 2 subscription fee, are 
eligible to vote. 

Though WUJ interior regula- 
tions provide for the election of 7 
to 11 members, the committee 
usually opts for nine members as 
in the current case. 

The committee’s members, 
who are now holding extensive 
meetings with the candidates 
themselves to decide on the most 
eligible among them, insist that if 
an unanimous agreement is 
readied, then every elected mem- 
ber will represent a different poli- 
tical stream. 


“Our goal b to contain all 
differences and hear for a neutral 
and objective union,” said Salwa 
Zayadin, member of the WUJ 
Administrative Committee. 

Though all WUJ committee 
members share the view that a 
unification of women’s move- 
ments is necessary to upgrade 
women’s status in Jordan, a mer-. 
ger of the WUJ and the General 
Women’s Union (GWU) b nearly 
impossible, they say. 

The women’s movement 
formed its first political institu- 
tional organisation in 1954; it 
lasted until 1957 when it was 
dissolved along with all political 
parties in Jordan that year. 

Until 1974. when the Women's 
Union in Jordan was established, 
and women obtained the right to 
vote and stand as candidates, the 
women’s movement suffered ma- 
jor setbacks which influenced its 
actions in the year following. 

The union's efforts and actions 
were therefore marked by inter- 
nal disputes and differences that 
characterised and were a natural 
reflection of leftists dissension at 
that time. 

The WUJ was dissolved in 1980 
and was replaced by the General 
women’s Union. WUJ resumed 
its functions in 1989 as the gener- 
al democratic trend swept into 
the Kingdom. 

“Conflicts and disputes were 
characterising women's efforts 
throughout the years,” said Ms. 
Zayadin. “Power struggles and 


dissensions that reflect the par- 
ties’ life in Jordan now, ant 
incoherent collective women's ac- 
tions are all playing against any 
substantial progress in the 
women's movement in the coun- 
try,” she maintained. 

Ms. Zayadin, who described 
the union's activities vis-a-vis 
political issues and reviewed the 
WUJ's donations to the intifada 
children and the Iraqi people, 
admitted that there has been a 
dear absence of action in addres- 
sing women's issues in Jordan. 

“We cannot isolate our activi- 
ties from the general frustration 
that overwhelm the country." she 
said. 

“However, several attempt; 
were made in this direction suet 
as the recently founded Book 
Club — we need strenuou: 
efforts to push women toward: 
serious action," Ms. Zayadir 
stressed. 

Yveline Al Atrash, anothe: 
_WUJ Administrative Conunirrt-i 
‘member, voiced her concern ovc 
women's degrading status in Jor 
dan. but indicated that al 
women’s efforts musr be exploret 
and unified. 

She added that leading womei 
personalities should work u 
attract more women into the row 
of unified action. 

Though WUJ includes Islam 
ists, it has no members of thi 
politically organised Islami 
movements in its general commit 
tee. 


Visiting civil aviation official meets 
with Jordan’s air transport heads 


AMMAN (Petra) — Internation- 
al Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) Council head Assad 
Quteit Sunday discussed with 
Jordanian air transport officials 
ways to promote Jordan's coop- 
eration with the organisation. 

At a meeting with Ahmad 
Juweiber, director general of the 
Gvil Aviation Authority (CAA), 
Dr. Quteit was briefed on CAA’s 
activities and plans, particularly 
with regard to staff training. 

Last year, CAA arranged for 
600 staff members to undergo 
training in regional and intema- 
.tioBEd organisations in order to 
promote cavil aviation services in 


the Kingdom, Mr. Juweiber said. 

On training cooperation with 
the ICAO, Mr. Juweiber said 
several CAA officials and staff 
members will attend advanced 
training programmes abroad dur- 
ing 1993. 

Dr. Quteit outlined the orga- 
nisation’s plans for assbting Arab 
countries in their civil aviation 
services. 

After the talks. Dr. Quteit was 
accompanied on a tour of the 
Queen Noor Gvil aviation Train- 
ing College, operated by the 
CAA. 

Established in 1973, the college 
currently accommodates 150 


male and female trainees fro 
Jordan, Arab countries and for< 
ign nations who are receiving t* 
years training. Dr. Quteit w; 
told. 

The ICAO has accredited tl 
CAA college among four trainir 
centres around the world. 

Dr. Quteit also met Sund; 
with Mahmoud Jamal Balqe 
Chief Executive Officer of Roy 
JTordanian (RJ), the national ai 
line, and was briefed on tl 
airline's programmes. 

Mr. Balqez also outlined RJ 
continued cooperation with tl 
ICAO and its future programm 
to expand the airline. 


Weather office receives new 
satellite station from Britain 


AMMAN ( J.T. ) — The 
Meteorology Department Sunday 
received from the British govern- 
ment a satellite station which will 
be used by the department to 
monitor changes in weather con- 
ditions as well as the movement 
of locust swarms. 

The station was received from 
British Ambassador to Jordan 
Patrick Eyers by Secretary 
General of the Department of 
Meteorology Ali A ban da. 

Dr. A ban da told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
station, considered the first of its 
kind in the region, will be receiv- 
ing satellite photos covering vast 
areas of lands. 

These areas, he said, include 
Jordan and the Mediterranean 
region, Egypt, the northern parts 
of the Arab Gulf region, Iraq, 


Syria and southern Turkey. 

The station will enable the de- 
partment to cooperate with these 
states and provide them with 
information regarding weather 
conditions and locust swarm 
movements, he said. 

The new £35.000 station, oper- 
ating with the old station (also 
granted by the British govern- 
ment). will receive satellite 
photos of clouds from the North 
Pole to the South Pole, Dr. 
A ban da said. 

He added that with the use of 
the two stations, the department 
will also be able to analyse satel- 
lite pictures in a precise manner 
since all geographic locations and 
the concentration of clouds with 
an area of more than one square 
kilometre will be shown in the 


photos. 

According to weatherman Is 
Abu Ta'a, the old station used 
receive photos of clouds with . 
area of more than six kilometa 

He said the old station receiv 
photos from the Americ; 
Meteosat satellite, and the n< 
facility will receive pictures fre 
the European NOA satell 
which uses visible and infra-r 
rays in monitoring cloud moi 
merits. 

Weatherman Jamal Ai Mi 
told the Jordan Time that the n 
equipment can also be used 
agricultural purposes. 

Mr. Musa said the station < 
monitor desertification and c 
serve the agricultural sector 
monitoring the percentage 
humidity in soil. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of pottery and ceramics by Sa’eda Al 
Bitar Ghanem at Abdul Hameed Sboraan 
Foundation Gallery, 1st Circle, opposite the 
Iraqi Embassy. 

* Exhibition of paintings entitled “Meditating 
Land and Man” by plastic artist Hussein Da'sa 
at Baladna Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by artist Mohammad 
NasraBah at Al Balqa Gallery, Fuheis City. 


■{r Art exhibition by Nawwaf Al Bukhari at ib 
Phoenix Art Gallery. 

4 Art exhibition entitled “The Legend of Petr 
H” by artist Sufaa Shoman at the Nation: 
Gallery for Fine Arts. 

TALK 

‘ft Professor Christopher Bliss, economist fro? 
Oxford, win be giving a talk about “Europ 
the Trading Blocks, and Jordan” at the Britis 
Conned at 6 JO pan. 


Every Monday night 


at the Talk of 
the Town 
Discotheque, 
Special all the 
Heineken Beer 


YOU CAN DRINK, FOR FREE. 


ALBINA AND FARTNER in coorperation with TALK OF THE TOWN Discothequs, 
Open nightly 9.00 p.m. till 3.00 am. Middle East Hotel, Tel 63521’! 
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Lett the nation die 

YttD COMMON theme of Arab gatherings this week 
to A NNMM, including today’s labour conference and 
meeting on population, is the search for 
; is on the need for “joint Arab strategies.” 
ty be an old, wornout theme. Unfortunate- 
ly Joint Arab strategies have so far been only drawn at 
Atdti mkmits because Arab policies, even at the level 
fat poy Mliiif i in, are dictated by relations among Arab 
t uw » »s llmi:°Jva. And from the look of it, any hope 
•T Arab tenders meeting at a summit conference seems 
t» fee extremely remote for now. 

Hen can be no denial that the Arab Nation is more 
thaw at any time in its recent history in dire need of 
dobing strategies in all the fields, foremost on the 
poHftem level and on the Arabs’ role in the “new world 
order.” The current Arab division of ranks has come 
a* a restdt of a devastating jolt to the Arab political 
order Itself when Iraq invaded Kuwait in August, 
1990. Nothing could of course change the facts that it 
tins a terrible mistake , but grievances that had led to 
that very 4ct should not be forgotten or dismissed even 
now. The imbalances that preceded the Gulf crisis and 
that to a great extent led to it still persist. In many 
respects they have been aggravated. Iraq’s claim, 
before Atigust 1990 that war was waged against it by 
Kuwait, whether real or fictitious, has been replaced 
by a siege against the Iraqi people as a whole. Egypt’s 
poverty and instability have both swelled despite huge 
inftnlons of aid and debt cancellation. The plight of the 
Pales tinians seems to have been perpetuated even 
more. Negotiations with Israel, the occupation of Arab 
lands and the tormentor of the Palestinians, are 
conducted in an atmosphere that is completely in 
Israel’s favour. With the Arabs divided and Israeli ties 
with the U.S. improving and consolidating, Arab 
negotiators are bargaining from a very disadvantaged 
and extremely weak position. Each and every Arab 
state is struggling on its own against tremendous 
pressures, oblivious of an old Arab wisdom that says: 
Power fics in unity. In addition, the lot of the richer 
A info countries is not much better than that of the 
slates. They are being exploited right, left and 
by Western countries and their arms manufac- 

MrtVs. 

There b of course no instant core for all these Arab 
Ms, hot even an Arab summit under the present 
dt c tt mt ances. Yet the fact that Arab labour ministers 
■re in Amman and a Kuwaiti representative is here to 
Mend 41 is testimony to the need to meet and debate, 
concrete action by the Arab labour chiefs to 
Arab estrangement would be highly felt and 
But this conference can take importance 
if it only serves to remind Arabs of their 
fou and impress upon them the need to reunite. 


C PRESS COMMENTARIES 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily Sunday commented on U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher's recent statement in which he voiced 
the U.S. administration's full support for Israel's programmes to 
settle new Jewish immigrants in Arab land. By declaring 
Washington's unlimited support for the Jewish state. Mr. Christ- 
opher fias openly and defiantly placed his country along side 
Israel in the same trench facing the whole Arab Nation, said the 
daily. By demanding that the Arab states end their boycott of 
Israel, the U.S. secretary has .disclosed his country's determina- 
tion to barfs the Israeli stand at the expense of the Arab Nation's 
interest, the paper added. As these statements coincided with 
Israel's current escalation of repressive measures against the 
. Palestinians in the occupied lands, they no doubt raised many 
eyebrows in the Arab World and astonished the Palestinian side 
■ to the peace process, said the daily. It said that Washington's 
intentions are the subject of suspicion with regard to its stand 
, vis-a-vis the im plcmentation of U.N. Security Council resolutions 
in general and Resolution 799 in particular. It goes without saying 
■„ .that Washington's backing for the Israeli stand, condoning Israeli 
Prime MMnster Yitzhak Rabin's refusal to repatriate the expellees 

- as demanded sn Resolution 799, have given further encourage- 

- ment lu tt»e Israeli government to pursue its current crimes, the 
paper added, by demanding that the peace process resume 
without the implementation of Resolution 799 and without asking 
Israel to terminate its inhuman practices, Washington has raised 
the doubts of the Arab parties about its intentions and about the 
claim that it was determined to act as a full partner in the 
peace -Making process, the paper said. 

Saleh At QUhb, a columnist in AI Dustour. laments the present 
situation in the Arab World, which has failed to date to come up 
with any practical move to support the Palestinians under Israeli 
jnde in the face of Israeli crimes. The Arab World is silent vis-a-vis 

g i atrocities and the Arab people everywhere, except in 
ed Palestine, are going about their normal life as if the 
in the Israeli-held territories are not of their concern, said 
iter. The Arab states seem to have forgotten Palestine, 
is an integral part of the Arab Nation and Arab leaders and 
leople are totally unaware of the cries of the children and 
reaved families under Israeli rules, the writer continued. 
‘To those concerned, we say that a horrible massacre is being 
bommined by Israel against the Palestinian people in Gaza ana 
she Islamic holy places are subjected to desecration in Jerusalem 
Imd the cither parts of the occupied Arab lands," he said^ If the 
L'rics .of the orphaned children and the women and old people do 
i-jot Wise anj pity in the hearts of the Arab Nation, what else 
;an? asked the wnter. He said not a single party or group has 
Expressed any solidarity with. the Palestinians in the form of 
femonstrations, rallies or statements and it is time that all public 
actors in the Arab World showed their genuine support, 
nateriallv and morally, for the oppressed population. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By WaJeed Sadi 


The unholy seeds of Serb- Muslim animosity 


I HAVE always wondered how and why the Serbs sunk so low as 
to commit the kind of heinous crimes against the Bosnian Muslims 
and the Croats since the breakup of former Yugoslavia. For a 
while, i thought that the answer lies in the historical fact that 
religious wars are about the most vicious and barbaric armed 
conflicts that mankind had ever witnessed. 

Ancient and contemporary history is indeed replete with horror 
stories about religious wars that spanned across all continents 
including Europe, the home of Western culture and modern 
human rights. 

Then I came across a Serb who is knowledgeable about the 
events in his country in view of his both academic as well as 
official background. The amazing reason that he offered to 
explain the atrocities that his countrymen have been perpetrating 
almost daily against non Serbs in his former country provides 
another dimension to the seeds of the unrivaled animosity that 
erupted between the Serbs and the Muslims of Bosnia. 

In the estimation of this Serb personality, the root reason for 
the crimes against humanity that his people have been commiting 
with considerable impunity lies in the fact that Yugoslavia, under 
the reign of Communism, had no religious education whatsoever, 
be it Christian or otherwise. In the process, his people became 
devoid of all moral and ethical restraints in the conduct of their 
daily lives. 

It is shocking to know, he explained, that Communism in his. 
country has rendered his people in particular as callous and cold 
blooded as any people can get in the conduct of their nationalistic 
dreams. This fact, he proposes, is the proximate cause of the 
inability of the Serbs and their leadership to restrain themselves 
while waging war against their other fellow peoples. 

I must admit I found this explanation very interesting as it tells 
a vivid story of how people denied religious upbringing can get as 
wild as wild animals in the jungle with no inhibitions whatsoever 
against any action to promote their national interests. In essence, 
therefore the conflict between the Muslims in Bosnia and the 
Serbs is not one between two different religious groups but rather 
between a religious community, in this case the Bosnian Muslims 
who were able to maintain their religious faith and practices 
inspite of the Communist rule (for no better reason than that the 
nature of Islam is such as ro allow it to survive under the most 
inhumane conditions) on one and the basically atheistic Serbs. 


The legacy that Communism had left to former Yugoslavia is one 
that aided and abetted the kind of war crimes that the Serbs have 
committed against the Muslims and Croats. 

No wonder Russia turned out to be the most loyal and blind ally 
of Serbia and has done all it could to frustrate international efforts 
to tighten sanctions against the Serbs. The latest efforts of the 
United Nations Security Council to enforce its no fly zone 
decision over former Yugoslavia bad been repeatedly put off at 
the insistence of Moscow. 

Few days ago the Security Council Anally managed to adopt a 
resolution to enforce the no fly zone resolution more than six 
months ago but only after dropping the provision allowing aerial 
attacks of -Serbian air fields, at the request of the Bosnian 
government. 


...people denied religions upbringing can get as 
wild as wild animals in the jangle with no 
inhi bitions whatsoever, (in order to protect) then- 
national interests. 


As a matter of fact, it turned out that U.S. President Bill 
Clin ton's loss of nerve over the Bosnian situation was out of 
concern for the political fortunes of Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. The anxiety of Washington grew out of the realisation 
that the Russian congress, which is constituted mostly of former 
Communists and hardliners was turning the screws against their 
president over Bosnia and has been calling for closer relations 
with Serbia. 

It is no accident that the Communists in the Russian oongress 
are teaming up with the basically Communist Serbs still running 
the show in their country and calling all the shots there. Against 
this backdrop, Mr. Yeltsin had to walk a right line over the issue 
of Bosnia and for this purpose has been pressing Washington not 
to honour his presidential campaign pledge to come to the rescue 
of the beleaguered Bosnian Muslims. 

It is odd therefore that most Arabs and Muslim have deeper 


_ . „ Mn nnMi; in its repeated bids to oust 

sympathies for the standards, considerably more 

Present Yeltsin, who s by than the Russian 

understanding of the Mus ^ pi yeltsin has always been (or 

legislature. It is often stated tn explains the divergence of 

suadenly turned) > rel.g»us nitm * of ta'&n 
views between him and , . t. eart5 c f every Arab and 

congress on a matter that touches me neam j 

Muslim across the world. . . h . nat j on s need religion 

The moral of the Bwram "^ une . it u 
and must have religious edu*® ■ P religious standards to curb 
in an enlightened ™^ ^ chM , no , only m 

^devoid of religious constraints. Ho^folly^the horrific 
chapter in Bosnia will be over soon and the process of healing 

C °Receiu^ th™ U.N^Human Rights Committee was seized with 
the situation in a Latin American counrry where the government 

enactetTa < general amnesty over all crin.es 

were committed in that country between i 1973 and WR .when 

eve^T in the context of national reconciliation and peacefel 
coexistence among the Serbs, Croats and Bosnian Muslims? 

The answer must be in the negative and that is e: xactly jwhai 
Human Rights Committee concluded for the simple rearon that 
there is no effective way to prevent the return to eras of crimes 
against humanity except by holding all those responsible account- 
able for their crimes. .. , 

The victims of the atrocities deserve remedies andeffeOiye 
remedies at that. There is no way that that could be had without 
proper investigation of all grave human rights violations, bringing 
to justice all those guilty of these crimes. . . 

The new era of national reconciliation in former Yugoslavia 
must surely dawn soon but not before holding accountable all 
those who committed the kind of grave human rights violations 
that occurred there since the breakdown of the country. 
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Promise or fiction? 

Regional economic cooperation 


By Eberhard Kienle 

AS THE Middle East “peace 
process” drags on with little en- 
thusiasm, though without much 
alternative, a growing number of 
minor productions are staged 
around the world to illustrate 
how beneficial and sweet peace 
would be. Its potential dividends 
are debated not only at some of. 
the multilateral talks, but also in 
accompanying or anticipating 
seminars and conferences which 
are mushrooming all over the 
place. 

The Peace Pipeline may be 
temporarily shelved, but just 
around the comer the Trans- 
Israel Express is waiting, ready 
for departure. While in the multi- 
lateral negotiations these new 
horizons may deflect attention 
from more hidden agendas, such 
as implicating the European 
Community (EC) and Japan as 
peace-buyers more than as peace- 
brokers, they more generally en- 
rble an army of specialists to 
market their expertise to whoever 
hopes to sell an oil pump or a' 
railway sleeper. 

No doubt it would be great 
progress if people began to travel 
and trade across hitherto closed 
borders or if even a solution 
could be found to share disputed 
resources. However, the scope 
for economic and technical coop- 
eration between Israel and the 
Arab states is probably far more 
limited than its more ardent 
advocates would have it. Of the 
seven areas of potential coopera- 
tion that can be identified, only 
three appear to be moderately 
promising. There is some chance 
for trade and transport, but little 
prospect for tourism or move- 
ment of labour and capital; the 
sharing of certain resources 
appears to be inevitable in the 
case of water and possible in the 
case of electricity, but it need not 
entail continued and intensive 
cooperation. 

Tourism, which Israelis have 
much at heart, will be a one-way 
road at best. Though less biblical 
than Egypt, Jordan and Syria 
may nonetheless appeal to an 
archaelogically interested public 
from Israel, much in the same 
way as they attract a limited 
number of Europeans. Move- 


ment of labour, a one-way road in 
the obverse direction, may turn 
out as insignificant in size as 
tourism. The arrival of new im- 
migrants has already greatly re- 
duced employment opportunities 
for Palestinians in Israel. The 
capital-intensive tendencies of 
the Israeli economy and the par- 
tial demobilisation of the armed 
forces in peace will further reduce 
the need for migrant labour. 

Capital movements * 

Important capital movements 
between Israel and Arab coun- 
tries are hardly more likely to 
occur. Syria, Lebanon, Jordan 
and Egypt, as well as Israel, are 
net importers of capital, unable 
to provide it and anxious to 
attract it. The 1991 investment 
law in Syria and the U.S. loan 
guarantees to Israel dearly illus- 
trate these needs. Yet inabilities 
to export capital in both cases 
remain coupled with important 
restrictions to capital imports and 
investment as governments 
attempt to protect public and 
strategic sectors. 

If oil prices rise, the wealthier 
oil monarchies and some of their 
citizens might again be in a better 
position to invest, but with its 
small domestic market Israel will hardly 
figure on top of their list. Arab 
markets could be flung open, but 
then why not directly invest in 
Arab countries? 

As part of an internationally 
brokered peace deal Israel may 
try and gain greater access than 
now to markets outside the Mid- 
dle East and obtain more advan- 
tageous terms than its Arab 
neighbours. However, even then 
emotional reluctance to accept or 
provide investment across former 
enemy lines may be a serious 
obstade in the medium term. 
Investors are afraid of a hostile 
business environment, while re- 
ceiving countries seek to avoid 
dependency on yet untrustworthy 
partners. 

Scope for trade 

Less fraught with dangers, and 
hence a more promising area of 
cooperation, is trade. In Syria 
canned food illegally imported 
from Israel was much in demand 
recently while Israeli builders 
were craving for cheap construc- 
tion materials from Egypt which. 


according to the opposition press 
in Cairo, served to build Israeli 
settlements in the territories. 
There would obviously be scope 
for trade, provided the tempta- 
tions of protective tariffs to main- 
tain ineffident public sector in- 
dustries were not too great. Israel 
as much as Syria may choose 
economic polides that are sod al- 
ly more palatable and politically 
less dangerous. At any rate, free 
trade is conditional not only on 
peace. 

Israeli industries may hope to 
find easy markets for high- 
technology and other advanced 
products which are not manufac- 
tured in Arab countries. The 
problem is that many of these 
products are at least potentially 
for military use and hence likely 
to remain subject to export res- 
trictions. In the development and 
manufacturing of other advanced 
products it is doubtful whether 
Israeli industries could compete 
with, for instance, Taiwan or 
Korea, or even Turkey in some 
areas. 

On the other hand, Arab states 
cannot be expected to consider 
peace as a reason to abandon 
their ambitions for technological 
progress and independence. Adv- 
anced and nascent high- 
technology industries would be 
the first to be protected by special 
tariffs; any failure to do so would 
inevitably exacerbate political de- 
pendency and the existing situa- 
tion of unequal exchange be- 
tween the Arab World and the 
industrialised countries. The 
alternative to unequal change, 
however, may be accepting die 
limitations that usually bedevil 
trade between peripheral or semi- 
peripheral countries. 

Nonetheless, even limited 
trade necessitates transport and 
communications. A few more 
telephone exchanges will be 
needed, and so will roads and 
possibly railways. Inter-Arab 
transit of persons and goods 
through Israel will also contribute 
to the development of such in- 
frastructure. However, the lat- 
ter’s volume need not significant- 
ly exceed that of Arab-Isiaeli 
travel and trade. Travellers be- 
tween Syria or Lebanon and 
Egypt will largely continue to 
belong to the happy few who. 


thanks to their business or profes- 
sional activities, can afford to go 
abroad. They would hardly need 
or be ready to go through the 
tedium of overland travel com- 
bined with the notorious drag of 
Middle Eastern border controls. 

The transit of goods, for its 
part, has to be seen in the context 
of inter-Arab trade statistics, 
which are hardly more impressive 
than the departure panels for 
inter-Arab flights at Cairo or 
Damascus Airport. 

The dangerous water issue 

Water is usually raised as the 
issue crying out for Arab- Israeli 
cooperation. Largely redundant 
studies, panels and conferences 
keep a growing number of ex- 
perts busy; to underpin their im- 
portance they will ritually repeat 
the warning that the next Middle 
East war will be fought over 
water. Not only does the phrase 
imply that another war is inevit- 
able, it also fails to appreciate 
that imbalances in military (and 
other) capacities are such that 
those favoured in this respect 
may effectively control the flow 
of water, wherever its source. 

Most obviously this now ap- 
plies to the Euphrates basin, but 
also to the Nile or the Jordan. 
Israel still has the means to im- 
pose its interests and the future of 
the Syrian-Jordanian dam on the 
Yarmouk remains in doubt. With 
a water deficit of up to 30 per cent 
in Jordan, Palestine and Israel, 
the matter no doubt is one of 
considerable urgency, but this 
does not ipso facto imply it will 
have to generate continous and 
intensive cooperation. 

Given a durable agreement on 
who gets how much and where,, 
each riparian state might well 
manage its resources on its own. 
Shonld Israel get a share in the 
waters of the Yarmouk in return 
for accepting Syrian-Jordanian 
irrigation schemes, the actual ex- 
tent of coordination again seems 
to be a technical matter involving 
little more than an agreement 
and a mechanism to implement iL 


Dr. Eberhard Kienle is a lecturer 
in Middle East politics at the 
School of Oriental and African 
Studies, London. The above arti- 
cle is reprinted from the Middle 
East International. 


New common interests 

The fall of Communism changes 1* 
the nature of U.S.-Russian summits-: 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 

VANCOUVER — Past U S. 
presidents went into superpower 
summits believing they were sav- 
ing the world from Russia. Bill 
Clinton has gone into this one in 
an attempt to save Russia from 
itself. 

The fall of Communism in Rus- 
sia and the problems President 
Boris Yeltsin has ran into have 
wrought a dramatic change in 
meetings of the leaders or the 
world’s two main nuclear powers, 
underlining a new community cf 
interests between them. 

The- crisis in Moscow between 
Mr. Yeltsin and his conservative 
enemies in parliament has lent an 
urgency to this weekend's summit 
in Vancouver that has not been 
seen since Washington and Mos- 
cow were trying to defuse the . 
arms race. 

But the subject matter has 
changed since those days, and 
with it the dynamics of the rela- 
tionship between the Russian and 
American presidents. 

The Vancouver summit sees Mr. Yelt- 
sin and Mr. Clinton in effect 
united in an effort to thwart the 
conservative forces in Moscow, 
who are out to torpedo Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s economic reforms and came 
close to impeaching him last 
month. 

The summit theme is no longer 
nuclear missiles — though that 
lingers on as a secondary issue — 
but economic aid to Russia: How 
much-and what sort will improve 
life for ordinary Russians and 
bolster Mr. Yeltsin’s position? 

This is a fundamental shift in 
the priorities of the past decades. 

Even after the acrimonious 
U.S-Soviet encounters of the 
1950s and 1960s — dominated by 
tensions over Berlin. Cuba, mis- 
siles and spy planes — had given 
way to the “detente" era, the 
Washington-Moscow relationship 
remained adversarial. 

It was a fact of life that re- 
flected the conflicting ideological 
systems of the two countries and 
was not altered by surface bonho- 
mie. 

At a Vienna summit in 1979, 
Jimmy Carter and Leonid Brezh- 
nev embraced and kissed each 
other after signing the Salt-2 
strategic arms treaty. 

Aides of Ronald Reagan used 
to boast that be and Mikhail 


•V-. 

Gorbachev called each other Ron, ^ 
and Misha. Mr. Gorbachev and.,; 
George Bush repeatedly told the.V 
world that the cold war between — 
their countries was over. „)•' 
But behind the scenes, officials ' 
were still arguing over the same. . 
issue — who had the most nuclear 
warheads and how they could be .= 
reduced without impairing the. • 
security of either side. 

Mr. Bush appeared to have . 
brought that era to an end when, 
in one of his last acts as president,.^': 
he flew to Moscow last January to < 
sigh with Mr. Yeltsin the 
START-2 pact intended to re-. . 
duce each side’s strategic arsenal 
by some two thirds. 

At least until, the Soviet Union 
collapsed at the end of 1991, the 
underlying assumption in . 
Washington was that, even if the . ; 
Communist “threat” had dimi- ■ 
rushed, the Soviets were still com- 
munists and cooperation with 
them was limited. 

In a dramatic illustration' of. - 
how times have now changed,.-. 
Mr. Yeltsin arrived in Vancouver •. 
denouncing Communists — in . 
terms no U.S. president would 
have dared to use — for trying to 
turn the clock back in Russia. ■, 
“The Communists want to take 
revenge, to take us back to the : 
past," thundered Mr. Yeltsin, ^ 
himself a Commnist until he quit - 
the party three years ago. “Too. .■ 
much (aid) can be bad because it-. . 
would be used by the Commun- . . 
ists to target us.” 

To quiet their domestic critics, 
both Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Clinton ■ 
have argued that they share fun- ■ 
damental interests in the post- = 
cold war era. ■» • 

To a U.S. public unhappy with- - 
the idea of spending money on 
Russia, Mr. Clinton's central-*! 
argument has been that prevent- ; 
ing Russia falling back into the.-, 
hands of anti- Westerners will in 
the long run save dollars in terms >■! 
of lower defence budgets. 

“It;s not an act oF charity," he .•? 
said in a speech last Thursday. 
“It’s an investment in our own-' 
future.” 

Mr. Yeltsin's supporters too.* 
see a long-term common interest *• 
in combatting the opponents of^ 
his reforms. ; 

“It's going to be a long fight ! 
and Mr. Yeltsin needs all the help I 
he can get." said Sergei Piekha- | 
nov of the U.S. A. and Canada ; 
Institute in Moscow. * • 


LETTER 


Promoting tourism 

To the Editor: 

aetirities 11111 Rf 0 ” 1 *® lhe of tourism 

TotSS, w « UTU ? u e among all countries of the world. 

^J3££ 

tourism. Majesty King Hussein for encouraging 
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interest. Siring a om dav-trin 8 " y resea ^ to fulfill his. 
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Mohammad Rababah, 
Amman 
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Egypt and Pakistan work 
together on Muslim militan ts 
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CAIRO (R) — Pakistan's in- 
tenor minister will visit Egypt 
soon as part of an understanding 
to work together to prevent 
Egyptian Muslim militants using 
Pakistan s border province with 
Afghanistan as a base, diplomats 
said Sunday. 

The agreement, from a meet- 
ing between Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Pakistani 
Prime ■ Minister Nawaz Sharif, 
was Pakistan's most direct re- 
sponse so far to charges by Egypt 
and other Arab states that Mik- 
Jim militants waging war on them 
use Pakistan’s Peshawar province 
as a refuge. 

Pakistan, under increasing 
U.S. pressure for allegedly spon- 
soring terrorism, has said it will 
vet over the next month nearly 
3,000 Arabs drawn to the pro- 
vince by the Afghan Mujahe- 
deen's 10-year “holy war” against 
a communist government in 
Kabul. 

Pakistan Ambassador to Cairo 
Mohammad Wali Allah Khashgi 
told Reuters Mr. Sharif asked for 
the meeting with Mr. Mubarak 
while both were independently 
touring Germany last week. 

Mr. Sharif, in an official state- 
ment sent to the Pakistani embas- 
sy in Cairo, said he informed Mr. 
Mubarak of Islamabad's plans to 
“strictly supervise” aid and relief 
groups in Peshawar. 

“We both expressed concern at 
the extremist, militant activity by 
some elements in the region. I 
informed President Mubarak of 
the measures being taken to 
strictly supervise these activi- 
ties.” Mr. Sharif's statement said. 


“We also agreed to cooperate 
in controlling such militant activi- 
ties from our respective territor- 
ies. In this context, I told Presi- 
dent Mubarak lhal I would send 
the minister of interior to Egypt 
shortly with a view to achieving 
mutual cooperation on this 
issue.” it added. 

Mr. Khashgi said no date had 
yet been set for Pakistani Interior 
Minister Shujaat Hussein to visit. 

Egyptian security officials have 
identified several militants 
wanted for guerrilla operations 
inside Egypt who they say move 
in a circuit of safe bases in Iran, 
Peshawar and Afghanistan. 

Seven out of eight militants 
condemned to death last year, 
whom officials referred to as "the 
returnees from Afghanistan.” are 
on the run and are believed to be 
on this circuit. 

Egypt’s leading militant group 
A! Gama’a A] Islamiya (Islamic 
Group), which has killed police, 
Christians and foreign tourists in 
its bid to overthrow the govern- 
ment. recently sent a fax warning 
of further attacks from a post 
office in Peshawar. 

Pakistani and Egyptian diplo- 
mats said there was no effective 
extradition treaty between the 
two countries and' it was not clear 
whether Pakistan's crackdown 
would include sending suspected 
militants Lo Egypt or other Arab 
countries that wanted them. 

Egyptian-Pakistani coopera- 
tion may also throw further light 
on Muslim activists linked to the 
New York World Trade Centre 
bombing in February, security 
sources said. 


Torture in trade centre ease 
no surprise — Egyptian activist 

CAIRO (R) — Charges lhal with a wooden club, and sub- 
Egypt tortured a suspect in the jected him to electric shocks, 
hombing of New York’s World “Mahmoud said that there 
Trade Centre are no surprise vvere times during the intense 
because “this happens always torture that he doesn't know what 
with political prisoners in Egypt.” he said or did. But he does recall 
a local human rights group said being forced to sign something. 
Sunday. but since he was blindfolded he 

Egyptian officials declined doesn't know what he signed.’* 
comment on accusations made in Mr. Mohammad said. 

New York by Mohammad Abu “Wc cannot comment on this 
Ha lima, whose brother report,” an official of the Egyp- 
Mahmoud Abu Halima was held tian Interior Ministry told Reu- 
1U days before being handed over tem on Sunday, 
to the United Slates. President Hosni Mubarak said 

Mohammad Abu Halima told this week Mr. Abu Halima had 
Reuters the Egyptian authorities " given “a very great deal” o 
beat his- brother, burned him with information -which “apparently* 
cigarettes on most of his body, 1 * ‘ linked an underground lyiuslirr 
including his genitals, gave him fundamentalist group, AI Gama’s 
electric shocks and threatened to AI Islamiya, to the New Yorl 
rape his wife and mother and kill bombing, 
his son. On another front, lawyers foi 

Hassan Bahaeddin. chairman preacher Omar Abdul Rahman 
of the Egyptian Organisation for whose followers are indicted in 
Human Rights, told Reuters Sun- the trade centre bombing, ac 
day: “This is expected. I’m not cused the Egyptian govern men 
surprised that they tortured on Sunday of selecting a biaset 
Mahmoud Abu Halima this way. judge to try the exiled cleric. 

"This happens always with However, the five lawyer 
political prisoners in Egypt and acting for Sheikh Abdul Rahmai 
these methods will continue to reversed a boycott decision anc 
happen in the future unless the decided to attend the new trial se 
state changes its policy." by the government. 

"Torture methods used by the Islamic Group lawyers Mon 
Egyptian authorities against stasser Zayyat and Mukhta 
political prisoners is our daily Nouh said the appointed judge 
work. Sometimes they torture Ahmad Izzat Ishamwi, "hold 
even innocent people who have hostile sentiments and aggressive 
no links to Muslim fundamental- convictions against militants." 
ists just because they are suspi- “In all the previous trials hi 
eious of them,” Mr. Bahaeddin handled, he issued guilty verdict 

added. against the militants,” Mr 

I Ic said all the torture methods Zayyat told Reuters, 
mentioned by Mr. Abu Halima “But despite his appointment 
— beatings, burning cigarettes, we decided to attend not to leavi 
electrifying sensitive organs in a chance for the government tt 
their bodies including genitals, tamper with the case.” he added 
and threats to rape the suspects’ “We don't want to leave the floo; 
lemalu relatives — were in com- open for the government to plo 
inon use in Egypt. anything against Sheikh Omar 

ligypl-born Mahmoud Abu Our presence makes thesi 
] hi lima. 33. was arrested at his chances less.” 
parents' home in Kafr Al Dauwar Mr. Ishamwi has raised objec 
near Alexandria on March 14. He lions about the attendance of th< 
is .accused of masterminding u press at the retrial in Fayum 
hi, -isi that killed six and injured Sheikh Ahdul Rahman's horm 
l.CXXl in the New York skyscraper town, on Tuesday, 
mi- |-ch. 2 6. The government said las 

Speaking after a visit to his month it had cancelled not-guilt; 
brother's prison. Mohammad. 29. verdicts passed on Sheikh Abdu 
said Egyptian officials stripped Rahman and 49 other allege! 
his- brother and blindfolded him militants in 1990 after anti 
huriiig his captivity, beat him government violence in Fayoum 


Marine 
convicted of 
misconduct 
in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AP) — A 
Marine Saturday became the first 
U.S. serviceman convicted of 
misconduct during Operation 
Restore Hope after pleading guil- 
ty to stealing two canes from a 
vendor, then punching him when 
he gave chase. 

The Marine. Larry T. Thomas, 
was sentenced to two months 
confinement and a month at bard 
labour. He also received a fine 
and a reduction in rank. 

Mr. Thomas and two other 
Marines were leaving Moga- 
dishu's main airport in a military 
vehicle when the vendor 

approached, said Marine Colonel 
Fred Peck, a U.S. military 
spokesman here. 

Mr. Thomas grabbed two canes 
as the vehicle drove off and when 
the vendor caught up with the 
car, Thomas punched him several 
times in face. Col. Peck said. 

Mr. Thomas is expected to be 
shipped back to Camp Pendleton 
in San Diego, to serve his time. 

In an unrelated case. Marine 
gunnery sergeant Harry Conde, 
33. faces a court-martial Monday 
on assault charges for shooting a 
Somali youth who swiped the 
sunglasses from his face. Sgt. 
Conde has said he thought he was 
being attacked and shot in self- 
defence. 

-In other developments, an Au- 
stralian soldier became the 16tii 
fatality among the U.S.-led coali- 
tion forces who arrived Dec. 9. to 
safeguard food shipments to the. 
starving in this Horn of Africa 
country. 

The Australian, Shannon 
McAliney. was killed in an 
apparently accidental shooting in 
Baidoa Friday night when he was 
handed a rifle that suddenly dis- 
charged, said an Australian army 
statement. 

McAliney. 21. was hit in the 
right side of the chest with a 
bullet and died at the Australian 
medical unit in Baidoa. 

Eight Americans, five Belgians 
and two Frenchmen also have 
died since the relief mission be- 


• given “a very great deal" of after being 
information -which “apparently ble murde 

’ linked an underground Muslim Somali mai 
fundamentalist group. Al Gama’a dian mitita 
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stasser Zayyat and Mukhtar March 16. 
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Ahmad Izzat Ishamwi, “holds 
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convictions against militants." 

“In all the previous trials he 
handled, he issued guilty verdicts 
against the militants,” Mr. ^ 

Zayyat told Reuters. 
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Canadians sent home 
Four Canadian soldiers were 
flown back to Ottawa Sunday 
after being arrested for the possi- 
ble murder in detention of a 
Somali man last month, a Cana- 
dian military spokesman said. 

A fifth suspect, alleged lo have 
been involved in the same inci- 
dent, is in a serious condition in 
hospital in Canada after having 
tried to hang himself while in 
custody in Somalia. Captain 
Karen Mair told Reuters. 

She said two military investiga- 
tors had been sent to Somalia 
from Canada to investigate the 
death of Shidane Omar Aroni. 
who was found beaten uncon- 
scious in a holding cell at the 
Canadian forces camp in Belet 
Uen. northeast of Mogadishu, on 
March 16. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREKSHl' 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. R ESER VATIONS. 

AMIN K AWAR & SONS 

ffc^TEL. 604676 60*696 ^ 
O. BOX 7606 +0T 
*X\ A«»AN ^ 


SECRETARY WANTED 

A commercial firm on Al Mahatta Street is in 
need of a secretary. The applicant should be 
able to read and right in English, with good 
typing skills, and preferably be living in an area 
close to the firm. 

Please call tel. 654301, for three days only 
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V* J . Authentic 
jj Chinese dishes. 
Iran an great re- 
gionai cuisine 
Ml- 4 ' styles ol China. 

Prepared by our 
Chinese cfaeft 

- ... . Open daify tor 

lunch & dinner. 

<»uiM A Take away services 

UMINA Jabal Al Hussein 

HOUSE Minted ol Trade 

B m & Industrial Rd. 

Restaurant Tel 667755 
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Hisham International Tours 

“THE NAME THAT MEANS QUALITY” 


Specialists in 
Outgoing Tours & Hole! 
Reservation all year 
Round in luxury S 
leading international 
hotels in Turkey, Cyprus 


Join our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

☆ Istanbul $800 
Antalya & Turkish 
Reviera $700 

ir Cyprus $750 

☆ All in 5 star Inf HTLS 


& Egypt w J 6101 

/•— N Our moderate prices make sense tor leisure & 
business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698818. Fax 68S307 


A Restaurant With 
An Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

■ HtST t U R Jt N T 
JAML Amur- FIRS? CIRCLE 
Or^OSUfSTHfirtAO FMSASST TEL KHSU 


King reaffirms Jordan’s commitment I Israeli soldiers I Major changes at Armed Forces 


(Condoned from page 1) 


Lt.-Gen. Fbeid meanwhile sent 
a letter to King Hussein in reply 
to a letter ihe King sent to him on 
the occasion of his retirement on 
Saturday. 

Gen. Fheid thanked the King 
for the care rendered to him and 
lauded the King's role in support- 
ing and developing the PSD. 

“I pride myself in belonging to 
the Hashemite leadership which 
became an example to be fol- 
lowed in the kind norms and 
noble values and good deeds," 
Gen. Fheid said. 

“I was keen, since I had gained 
your sublime confidence and 
through all the posts I occupied 
and all the fields I worked in. to 


be a loyal soldier, keeping my 
pledge and promise. Despite all I 
have sought and pledged to reach 
to rise up to the level of responsi- 
bility. I was not one day satisfied 
that any effort, no matter how 
great, would be up to the level of 
your sublime confidence, which is 
dearer than every effort and grea- 
ter than any loyalty,” he said. 

“That's why I always felt that I 
am but a soldier who is exerting 
modest efforts in an attempt to 
exceed the limits of every attain- 
able and possible, to be able to 
satisfy Your Majesty... and if I 
managed to do that, it is because 
of God's grace, and I do not claim 
the credit for it, and if 1 was 
unfortunate in achieving it, that is 
because it is the limitation of my 
capabilities,” he said. 


Summit produces $1.6b aid package 


(Continued from page 1) 


ing.” They were trailed closely by 
half a dozen police boats. 

The Boris Yeltsin that Presi- 
dent Clinton met with today did 
not look, act or talk like a politi- 
cian on the ropes. Strobe Talbott, 
the presidents chief adviser on 
Russia and U.S. note-taker at the 
session, said Saturday night. 

Mr. Clinton was very impress- 
ed with “‘How vigorous, how 
ready to go President Yeltsin 
seems to be,” Mr. Talbott said. 

As Mr. Yeltsin climbed into his 
Limousine at the end of a rwo- 
hour meeting. Mr. Clinton re- 
marked that Mr. Yeltsin struck 
him “as a fighter,” Mr. Talbott 
said. “The chemistry between the 
two was very good.” 

The two leaders discussed the 
economic package — a first in- 
«a!lment expected to open the 
way for increase aid from other 
industrialised democracies as well 
— at a grilled salmon dinner 
Saturday night. 

Mr. Kozyrev said Sunday that 
if Mr. Yeltsin did not survive his 
struggle with hardliners at home, 
“that will mean, to my mind, 
disaster.” 

The aid package is much bigger 
than had been expected in the 
run-up to the summit, with re- 
ports suggesting it would be in the 
range of $500 million to $1 bil- 
lion. 

It includes $215 million to pay 
for the dismantling of Russian 
nuclear weapons and $6 million 
to resettle Red Army officers 
.Returning from the Baltic states 
and other parts of the former 
Soviet empire. 

The resettlement funds will be 
used to build 450 houses for 
officers who are being demobil- 
ised on their return to Russia 
over the next 12 to 16 months and 
provide employment training to 
ease their transition to private 
life. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


The package will also provide 
$95 million to help finance the 
privatisation of industry and 550 
million to support new businesses 
in the former citadel of commun- 
ism. 

The White House said Mr. 
Clinton had also informed Mr. 
Yeltsin that the United States 
would support Russian mem- 
bership in the world trading sys- 
tem GATT, an acronym for 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. 

“We think the long-term goal 
of drawing Russia into the world 
economy is paramount. That is 
why we’re supporting Russian 
membership in GATT,” the 
White House said. 

The United States would also 
add Russia to the list of countries 
entitled to trade concessions 
under he Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP). 

Under the GSP programme, 
the United States grants favour- 
able import turns to 4.4UU items 
from developing countries. 

In vet another highly visible 
symbol of partnership between 
the former cold war adversaries, 
the White House announced that 
Vice-President Al Gore and Rus- 
sian Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin would co-chair a com- 
mittee on technological coopera- 
tion. 

A second joint committee on 
trade issues will be co-chaired by 
U.S. Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown and his Russian counter- 
part. 


(Continued from page 1) 

only pose further obstacles to 
Middle east peace talks already 
stalled over the deportations. 

The closure has kept 100,000 
Palestinians from jobs in Israel 
and disrupted Israel's farming 
and building industries (see page 
7). The jobs are a vital source of 
income for the Palestinians. 

Arab physicians said Saturday 
the closure'has cut off the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
medical care because of the five 
hospital of Arab East Jerusalem 
that provide the most advanced 
treatment are off limits. 

Dr. Farouk Abdul Rahim said 
75 per cent rf the patients and 
medical str.ff in the Jerusalem 
hospitals are from the West Bank 
and Gaza. He said West Bank 
and Gaza doctors have been 
allowed to enter, but medical 

support staff not. 

Since the closure the number of 
patients has dropped by at least 
60 per cent, Mr. Abdul Rahim 
said. Most West Bank towns have 
hospitals, but in many cases pro- 
vide only basic care. 

But. Elise Shazar, spokes- 
woman for the West Bank milit- 
ary government, said since Thurs- 
day about 200 special entry per- 
mits were issued daily, most for 
medical treatment. 

Mr. Rabin firmly backed the 
head of Israel's internal secret 
service Sunday, denouncing an 
Israeli T.V. report that he was 
being accused of abusing his 
office. Israel Radio said. 

T.V. said Friday that a 1991 
investigation accused the chief of 
the service, known as Shin Beth, 
of violating procedures, wasting 
money and acting inappropriate- 
ly- 

Radio stations quoting Mr. 
Rabin as expressing full confi- 
dence in the chief. They said he 
told the cabinet that the T.V. 
report was damaging to the Shin 
Beth. 

Interior Minister Aryeh Deri 
told the radio the T.V. report 
“bordered on the criminal” and 
demanded that those responsible 
for it be punished. * 

Attorney general Yosef Harish 
and state attorney Dorit Beinish 
denied the T.V. report's claim 
they had recommended the secur- 
ity chiefs’ dismissal, the Haaretz 
daily reported. 

The T.V. report did not detail 
the charges, and said the Shin Bet 
chiefs personal abilities were not 
being questioned. 


(Continued from page I) 

wished him success in his new 
endeavour. 

In a reply to the King, Gen. 
Mirai expressed pride in His 
Majesty's wise leadership. 

“Your Majesty, I am honoured 
to shoulder the responsibility you 
have invested in me as chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff with 
ail of my efforts and pride be- 
cause it is a great honour and 
responsibility," he said. 

"We in the Arab Army realise 
the important role we cany out in 
defending our homeland and na- 
tion. and believe in the principles 
of the message of the wise Hashe- 
mite leadership, the message of 
the Great Arab Revolt which was 
led by your saviour grandfather 
the Sharif of Mecca, may his soul 
rest in peace, for the unity of this 
nation and its independence and 


liberty from the chains of slavery 
to other nations,” Gen. Mirai 
said. 

“You inherited this message 
from them and built and. con- 
structed (the country) on solid 
grounds of social justice, indi- 
vidual freedom and democracy, 
and made of Jordan a civilised 
and developed country whose 
citizens feel prosperous, proud, 
secure and stable,” he said. 

“Your Majesty, you gave the 
Armed Forces due attention and 
care, and supervised arming and 
equipping it with the best 
weapons and machinery, and 
Your Majesty personally rook 
pan in all the stages of preparing 
and training it, thus becoming, 
thanks to your direct care, in the 
best shape in efficiency' and the 
performance of its duty and a 
model in giving and sacrifices,” 
he said. 


Arab labour conference opens todays , 


(Continued From page 1) 


population growth in each . 

The minister noted that the 
projected plan will focus atten- 
tion on the unstable economies, 
the growing need of imported 
food and the relationship be- 
tween population increases and 
inflation. 

A report prepared by Arab 
Labour Organisation (ALO) 
Director General Baker Moham- 
mad Rasoul will deal with the 
role of working women and will 
be one of the main themes for 
discussion at the conference. 

The report focuses on the role 


of working women in Islam ancNh r 
the modern age and women's role i 
as charted in United Nations and \ 
International Labour Organisa-. 
tion (ILO) documents. . 

The report deals also with the * 
status of women in the Arab • 
society, protection for women. . 
training in different trades and * 
wages as well as their involve- * 
ment in trade and labour unions. 

The report, calls for appropri- ’■ 
ate vocational training to be . 
accorded to Arab women and for • 
research and studies to be con- 
ducted in the course of promoting 
women’s participation in econo-, 
mic. politicaly and social life of 
the Arab World. 


Palestinian leaders debate peace talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


Syria. Jordan, Lebanon and 
the PLO agreed in Damascus last 
Monday to postpone a decision 
on resuming the talks while they 
bargained with the United States 
for a firmer guarantee that Israel 
will renounce expulsions of 
Palestinians. 

The peace process was sus- 
pended after Israel expelled to 
South Lebanon 415 Palestinians it 
accused of supporting Islamic 
groups that killed Israeli soldiers. 

Only the fundament a list move- 
ment Hamas, the PLO's main 


rival for influence in the .West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and a 
staunch opponent of peace talks, 
went unrepresented at the Tunis 
meeting chaired by PLO chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, officials said. 

Four other members of the 
Palestinian negotiating team, 
which at Israel's insistence for- 
mally excludes the PLO, were 
taking pan in the Tunis meeting. 
Thcy'wcre Saeb Erakat, Ghassan 
Al Khatib, Zakaria Al Agha and 
Zahira Kamel. 

Faisal Al Husseini. overall 
coordinator for the negotiating 
team, was expected to join the 
group Sunday, PLO sources said. 
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Luxurious Furnished Apartment 
FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq. m.. newly furnished, in a private building 
located in the best residential area, between the 5th & 4th 
Circles-147 Zahran Road - Jabal Amman. Consists of: Large 
salon, dining room. 2 double bedrooms. 2 bathrooms. 3 
balconies, laundry room wilh fully automatic W.M.. fully equip- 
ped kitchen with fridge & deep-freezer, central heating, colour 
T.V.. video telephone and car-park. 

If interested please call: 

Tel. No. 671509 &/or 678617 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

( Public invitation ) ““ 

Jerusalem Day Committee has the pleasure to invite you to 
the Lecture that will be delivered by Mr. Micheal Dumper 
The British researcher and Specialist in Israel Policy 
towards the Islamic Waqf in Palestine 
Title of the Lecture : What is going on In Jerusalem ! ! 
Time and Place : 6 O'clock Monday the 5th .April 1993 
JERUSALEM FORUM . Badre Av.No.3 
Abdullah Ghosheh Street - 
Behind Ramada Hotel -Above Zaki Pharmacy . 


JORDAN MARKET PL A CE 



B CROWN INTL EST. 

§ Packing, shipping 
? Forwarding, storage 

1 worldwide Removals 

B Air, Sea and Land 

| FAX: 69 08 52 
■ POST: 92 64 87 
A Am man -Jordan . 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN... 

-ArKais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 
■6- Shoes repair <r Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

* Upbolstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 * 


IMANDAR1N RESTAURAOTl 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open IkMM-JO & 6M-1L30 da£y\ 

Take away Is avaHaMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el . 
|T«L 681922, Amman] 

Cnee Tested /jy 
i Ahtwys Loud /W r 


PmmJ i 


French ft (Euisinc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 



PsKiNcl Restaur aniI 


AUTHENTIC/^ 
CHINESE * ^ 

CUISINE . . 
elegant '-&0T 
colorful .itmosphore 

n^tipJcrjic jifkL 1 , 


STUDIO 1LM& 

Professional Quality m 
1 Hour Service 
Develop vCrni coloui film 
uur shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sate 30% larger 

* Free eitfarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmcicmi *ipj» 1 
tijuk Phono 1 nw ” 
v—u.-s : : ■ — 


/ CHEN’S " ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m 

s. fi.JO - Midnight 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 310605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

ist Orcie Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyvah G?ns School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tei. 638968 



We try harder. 


699-420 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room.J 
"Satellite T.V. Reception” 


Italian Restaurant 

Live Music 

open for 

lunch & dinner ■ 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Circle - Jordan Super- 
market Building , 2nd Floor 
Tel : 824677 



Amman ■ Tel. 668193 . ‘ 

P 0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 ! 

Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessm en 

P# Fci'YOl^S ' 
iMi. Advertisement' vl - 
in : 

Ifl' JonJan \ : #B 
C-i Times 111 

I: l4i ' Caiftei: " 'l l! ! 
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31 J67171 ext. 223 ll ' 
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Grand National turns into grand farce 

Prestigious race declared void after false starts 
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LIVERPOOL (Agencies) — Bri- 
tain's Grand National Steeplech- 
ase. one of the world's great 
sporting- events, turned from a 
racing extravaganza into a fiasco 
of false starts and red flags. Race 
lovers called it a '‘national dis- 
grace". 

The famously gruelling contest 
— a sporting and betting institu- 
tion — was declared void Satur- 
day after runners galloped off 
down the the course thinking the 
race was on when it was really off 
because of a second false start. 

As bookmakers faced the 
gigantic task of reluming millions 
of bets, officials announced a 
review, of stoning procedures af- 
ter one of the darkest days in 
British horse racing history. 

“National disgrace", ‘national 
disaster' and 'grand farcical* was 
how the tabloid press saw the 
spectacle. 

Peter Greenall. chairman of 
the Aintree Course, said there 
wuas only a “small chance" that 
this year's race could be re-run. 

The race ran into difficulties 
from the outset when a protest by 
animal rights activists help up 
proceedings. Then there was 
trouble with the tape at the start- 
ing line, a false start followed and 
the 39 runners assembled again. 

A second false start was de- 
clared when the tape tangled with 
horses and jockeys, but most of 
the runners charged off oblivious 
after a so-called recall man 
charged with flagging them down 
apparently failed to do so. 

“The recall flag was not shown 
the second time. It was an error. 
The flagman was in the correce 
position. The race has been de- 
clared void in the most regretable 
of circumstances." clerk of the 


course Rod Fabritius said. 

Officials waving red flags tried 
in vain to stall the race and 
several runners made it to the- 
post. to the anger and bewilder- 
ment of the 50,0W- a trong crowd 
and the millions of television 
viewers who had tuned into the 
racing showpiece. 

The face of 'winning jockey' 
John White crumpled with 
anguish when he realised it was a 
phantom victory. 

‘'I'm quite certain that addi- 
tional contingency measures and 
precautions will be taken to avoid 
a similar incieent." Fabricius 
said. “Undoubtedly the starter 
could have used a flag start after 
the (starting) tapes failed the first 
time." 

At the end of the second cir- 
cuit. 'victory' went to 50-1 outsid- 
er Esha Ness with white in the 
saddle, who held off the fast- 
finishing Irish raider Cahervilla- 
how. a 25-1 chance. 

As the realisation dawned that 
the race was a shambles, trainers 
and jockeys were incensed and 
distraught. 

Trainer Jenny Pitman stormed 
into the weighing room in rears 
and shouted: “You must stop this 
race what are you doing? My 
bloody horse has already gone 
one circuit. 1 don't want to win 
the National like this." 

Fellow trainer David Elsworth 
said: “It was a shambles and a 
great tragedy for racing." 

The starter, captain Keith 
Brown, was booed by the crowd 
when Tie walked towards the ' 
weighing loom from the start and 

had to be escorted by police as 
the crowd screamed abuse. 

Bookmaker. . who face a night- 


mare having to pay back stake 
money from millions of bets, 
appealed for calm when the bet- 
ting shops open Monday morn- 
ing. 

Spokesman Wally Pyrah for 
Corals Bookmakers said: “It will 
be bedlam with people queueing 
up to ger their money back." 

Champion jockey Peter Scuda- 
more. rider of Captain Dibble, 
said: “People have suggested we 
tum up next Saturday and do it 
again but we can’t. We will be the 
laughing stock of the world.’’ 


Grand National’s history 
of drama, tragedy 
and treachery 


No other race in the British 
horseracing calendar has pro- 
duced as much drama, thrills and 
controversy as the Grand Nation- 
al Steeplechase. 

Saturday's debacle, when the 
4 */ S mile (7.2-kilometre) race was 
declared void after jockeys failed 
to hear a false start call, is the 
lastest in a history of dramas 
going back to when it started in 
1836. 

Since then there have been 
stories of heroism, tragedy and 
even treachery. 

In 1885. a former winner,. 
Zoedone. was poisoned shortly 
before the race to prevent him 
winning. 

In 1924. a former plough horse. 
Master Robert, won the race. 
Two years later, the one-eyed 
Gienside was the only horse in 
the Held not to fall. 

In 1938. 17-year-old English 
jockey Bruce Hobbs guided the 


American-bred Battleship to vic- 
tory. Hobbs still is the youngest 
winning jockey and battleship re- 
mains the last stallion to triumph. 

Sheila's Cottage, winner in 
1943, celebrated by biting off the 
finger of her jockey, Arthur 
Thompson. 

The 1957 came the most 
dramatic finish. 

Devon Loch, owner by Queen 
Mother Elizabeth and ridden by 
Dick Francis, was powering to- 
wards the finish line dear of the 
field when he appeared ro jump a 
non-existent fence and lost his 
footing only 50 yards from home. 

E.S.B. overtook the 
spreadeagled Devon Loch to win. 
Although the beaten horse faded 
into obscurity, Frands went on to 
become a successful thriller wri- 
ter. 

In 1967. 100-1 shot Foinavon 
took advantage of a pile-up in- 
volving 20 other horses at the 
23rd fence and romped dear to 
victory. 

In 1981. Bob Champion, who 
fought and beat cancer, rode 
Aidaniti to victory and the 
triumph later became the theme 
of a movie. “Champion.” 

In 1986. west tip won 14 
months after he was near to death 
after a collision with a lorry. 

The race has been a target for 
animal rights protesters who 
claim it is too gnielling for the 
horses. 

The race is some 10 minutes 
long and the horses must clear 30 
fences, some with a deep drop on 
the other side. In the last 25 
years. 13 horses have died 
although there have been no fata- 
lities since the most feared jump. 
Becher's Brook, was modified in 
1989 by levelling the landing side. 


Milan saved by 2 goals from Lentini 


MILAN (R) — Gianiuigi Lentini 
repaid some of his world record. 
[4-miilion-pound ($21.47 million) 
transfer fee Saturday when be 
scored two second-half goals to 
earn AC Milan a face-saving 2-2 
home draw against struggling 
Napoli. 

Lentini. who has done little to 
lustify his price tag. since being 
bought- from Torino -last year, 
scored in the 57th minute with a 
spectacular overhead, ^bicycle- 
kick coal and followed that six 
minutes later with a more con- 
ventional effort. 

His goals cancelled out Napo- 
li's first-half scores from Antonio 
Careen, their Brazilian striker 
making his farewell appearance 
at San Siro. and Roberto Polica- 
nn and earned Milan a point 
which took them nine points clear 
oi Inter at the Top of the table. 

In British soccer Mark Bright 
headed in a corner from United 
States midfielder John Harkes 
alter 17 minutes of overtime as 
Sheffield Wednesday edged Shef- 
!ic!d United 2-1 Saturday to reach 
the final of English soccer's Foot- 
ball Association (’up. 

Before nunc 75. WM tans ai 
Wembley. Chris Waddle fired 
Wednesday ahead after on lx a 
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Sheffield United goalie Alan Kelly fails to catch a shot by Sheffield 
Wednesday’s Chris Waddle in the first minute of the FA Cup 
semifinal. Wednesday won 2-1 I AFP photo) 


minute and Alan Cork levelled 
for United just before half time. , 

In the final, also at Wembley 
May 15, Wednesday will meet the 
winner of the other semifinal 
between Arsenal and Tottenham. 

Wednesday and Arsenal also 
are in the League Cup final April 
IS. 

Rangers and Aberdeen will 
meet in the Scottish Cup final 
after semifinal victories Saturday. 


Ally McCoist netted his 52nd goal 
of the season for Rangers' winner 
in a 2-1 tnumph over Hearts 
while Scott Booth scored the only 
goal in a 1-0 victory for Aberdeen 
over Hibernian. 

In English Premier League ac- 
tion. struggling Oldham scored a 
6-2 triumph over Wimbledon to 
help its fight against relegation 
but last place Middlesbrough 
look doomed after a 4-0 defeat at 


Chelsea. 

Blackburn downed Liverpool 
4-1, Coventry beat Southampton 
2-0 and Manchester City defeated 
Ipswich 3-1. Crystal Palace and 
Queens Park Rangers played to a 
1-1 tie. 

Saturday's semifinal had only 
just started when former Olympi- 
que Marseille star Waddle 
punished a foul by United defen- 
der John Pemberton by curling a 
30-yard free kick into the net. 

Wednesday continued to make 
better chances and Paul War hurst 
hit the crossbar in the 19th mi- 
nute and Waddle sent a 25-yard 
shot inches wide. 

Two minutes before half time. 
Wariiuist hit the post and. a 
minute later. United broke away 
to level. Cork beat the Wednes- 
day offside trap to take a pass 
from Franz Carr and roll the ball 
past goalie Chris Woods into the 
net. 

Mirko Votava scored just be- 
fore halftime to give Werden 
Bremen a 1-0 victory over FC 
Kaiserslautern Saturday and a 
share of first place in the German 
. First-Divison. 

Both teams squandered numer- 
ous scoring chances during the 
lackluster game in Bremen. 
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Michael Chang (right) and Amos Mansdorf raise their winners’ plate 
at the Salem Open tournament Sunday (AFP photo) 

Chang wins hard-fought 
match at Salem Open 


OSAKA (R) — Michael Chang 
won a popular victory Sunday 
with a hard-fought 6-4, 6-4 win 
over Amos Mansdorf in the final 
of the Salem Open. 

The second-seeded Chinese- 
American, who has been the 
focus of thrilled autograph hun- 
ters in this western Japanese city, 
won a fierce baseline battle in 
which neither player was able to 
win a serve in the first five games 
of the first set. 

“It’s been a great tour in Asia 
and it's always fun for me to play 
in Asia because tennis is really 
starting to pick up here,” Chang 
said. “I like to try and encourage 
them.” 

Chang was seeded behind 
world number one Jim Courier, 
whose title hopes crashed in 
Saturday's semifinals when he 
lost to 36th-ranked Mansdorf in 
straight sets. 

“I think it was a very dose 
match.” Chang added. “Amos 
was playing really good tennis. 

“A few bails going one way or. 
another could have turned 
around the game." 

Rain started during the 10th. 
game of the second set with 
Chang ahead five-four. 

“I wanted to dose it out at 
five-four definitely.” Chang said. 
“But 1 didn't want to rush myself, 
because then I might let myself be 
broken.” 


Chang will now turn his atten- 
tion to the Japan Open starting in 
Tokyo Monday where he is 
seeded third behind Courier and 
fellow-American Pete Sampras. 
Mansdorf is seeded eighth. 

Graf, Sanchez Vicario in final 

Top seed Steffi Graf dethroned 
defending champion Gabrieia 
Sabatini and second seed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario rallied to beat* 
Jennifer Capriati in semifinals at 
the $750,000 Family Cirde Cup 
tennis- tournament Saturday. 

Graf looked about to demolish 
the third-seeded Sabatini, then 
withstood a remarkable com- 
eback by the Argentine to prevail 
64), 7-6. 

Sanchez came within one game 
of being knocked out by the 
fourth-seeded Capriati, but 
roared back for a 2-6, 7-5, 6-0 
win. 

Graf goes for her 71st career 
title on die same day court where 
she claimed her very first in 1986. 

Sanchez is looking to notch 
number 10. The Spanish speeds- 
ter won her ninth title two weeks 
ago when die beat Graf at the 
Lipton Championships. 

Sabatini, lvho won this toum- 
ment the past two years, at first 
appeared paralysed by Graf, who 
ran out to a huge 6-0. 5-1 advan- 
tage. 


Crash hospitalises Mansell 

PHOENIX (AP) — A bard crash Saturday in practice at Phoenix 
International Raceway left Nigel Mansell hospitalised with a concus- 
sion that will keep the English driver from making his Indycar oval 
raring debut in Sunday’s Valvoline 200. 

Mansell also suffered a contusion to his right shoulder from the 
safety harness, but no other injuries were discovered after he was 
flown by helicopter.to Good Samaritan Regional Medical Centre in 
Phoenix. A cat scan was negative, according to Indvcar officials. 

Dr. Stephan Otvey, Indycar’s director of medical affaire, and Dr. 
Alan Tyroch. the attending trauma surgeon, issued a joint statement 
saying Mansell would be kept overnight for observation and was 
expected to be released soon. Olvey added, however, that under 
series rules Mansell could not be deared medically to drive in 
Sunday's 200-mile (322-kilometre) race. . 



World champion Wayne Roiney (No. 1) of the U.S. and 
Austrian Daryl Beattie (No. 4) take a corner during the Malaysian 
Grand Prix at Shah Alara Circuit Sunday. Rainey won the race 
with a time of 44 minutes 54.102 seconds (AFP photo) 
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CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
north 

4 AO J 

V AQ 
v J 62 
♦KQ843 
WEST EAST 

4 10 73 4K9S4 

V 9 6 3 V 8 7 

0 Q 10 7 4 0 963 

#J72 * A 10 9 6 

SOUTH 
4 8 6 2 

9 K J 10 0 4 2 
0 A K 8 

*0 

The bidding: 

North East Sooth ' Wert 

1 4 Pass 1 9 Pan 

2 NT Pan 3 9 Pan 

3 4 Pan 4 0 Pan 

6 9 Pan 6 9 Pan 

Paa* Pan 

Opening lead: Ten of 6 
We are indebted to the newsletter 
of the Vanderbilt Bridge Club in 
Manhasset, N.Y., for this hand See 
if you can make six hearts after the 

lead Of 8 low dinmnnH 
The bidding is particularly inter - 
eating Thera are those who suggest 
that South's bid of three hearts is 
nrt forcing. The fallacy in that rea- 
soning is that no one can possibly 
know tiie hand will produce exactly 
tone tricks at hearts, mthoy than 
right or nine at no trump or 10 at 


hearts. The Ion of bidding space 
could prove very costly if South had 

to jump to four hearts to show a 

good hand, or bid a three-card suit 
to force partner to bid again. 

Simple souls will rely on the 
spade Gnrtse for the slam and go 
down. However, the first problem is 
to attempt to avoid losing a dia- 
mond tridc. so you should play the 
jack from dummy. If East has the 
queen, you are going to have to dis- 
pose of 8 diamond on a high club, so 
you will have no alternative to the 
spade finesse. 

When the jack of diamonds wins, 

your best line is to come to hand 
with a high diamond and lead a chib 
toward the board. If the ace of chibs 
i| with West the hand is made, un- 
less Bast can get a diamond raff. 
Otherwise, if Wert rises with the ace 

you have two spade discards on 
dubs: If Wert ducks, you have no 
club loser. 

Unfortunately. East captures the 
queen of clubs with the ace and re- 
turns a diamond. You win, cross to 
the queen of hearts and niff a dub, 
go back to the ace of hearts and ruff 
another dub. When both 
follow, you are home. Drew the last 
trump, enter dummy with the ace of 
spades and discard your two spades 
on the king of nfnhn and the estab- 
lished fifth card in the suit. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY APRIL 5, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Do 
nothing to disturb the sens itive 
feeling of associates- Avoidcon- 
trovereial subjects and (font do 
anything that will jeopardise your 
good name and reputation, bnow 
that you have your feet on the 
ground. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is the day to retire pretty 
much within yourself or with a 
confidential advisor and pnvately 
work out arrangements for the 
future. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
One day for finding the ways and 
means to bring those personal de- 
sires that mean the most to you 
closer into your orbit of influence. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
your house in order in the world of 
outride activity so that those in 
positions of influence will be eager 
to aid you to attain your ambitions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You should now be eager 
to accept some new plan of action 
that is at your fingertips for it can 
make your life much richer and 
fuller. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) De- 
ride just how much you want to put 
out of a material nature in order to 
have yours on a better basis and 
seek aid of an astute business 
person. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Talk out in an objective man- 
ner with a sensitive associate on 


bow you would like your associa- 
tion to trend in the future and 

make agreements. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Think about what you can best 
do to uphold your part of any 
workload diat is jointly with fellow 
associates and you s ct much rc_ 
sped from them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber21) You know how you want to 
enjoy yourself the most and make 
appointments during the daytime 
lo do so but be sure to find out the 
cost involved. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever tensions 
have existed at your dwelling 
should be reconciled now so that 
there is more harmony and accord 
in the future during the day. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have many oppor- 
tunities today to communicate and 
put your points across to others in 
your best and most practical, sensi- 
ble manner. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
" ary 19) You have a good common 
sense awareness of what to do 
today so that you will be able to 
increase the good things in your 
life, with the aid of an expert. 
PISCES: (Feb. 20 to March 20) 
Think about the various personal 
longings that you have and make 
some oven actions to make them 
an actual part of your daily exist- 
ence. 


THE BETTER HA LF, 

aASB EggFd 


By Glasbergen 



“Starting today I'm going to be a lot 
nicer to everyone. Hey, bozo, 

I'm talking to you!" 


•am i ■ 


Unscramble these fair Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


HAI 

NEY 






GERME 


LEE 



YADLAM 


_LJ 

r-v — 



BOLLAG 


PT7 


n 


A NAME EVERY 
NEW MOTHER-IN-LAW 
WANT© TO BE 
CALLEP. 


Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sup- . 
gested by the above cartoon. 


mum 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: TONIC BULGY 


(Answers tomorrow) 
FASTEN GRISLY 


Answer The kkid ot toast the new bride and groom 
made— BURNT 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Flows out 
5 Strong grasp 
9 Woody vine 

14 Life force 

15 impolite 
15 Diriinctfon 
17 Some Cal. 

natives 

19 Walk In 

20 Rip 

21 Stolen goods 

23 In the bag!" 

24 Very 

objectionable 
26 Hernando de — 
28 Wrapper 
32 Man 

38 Do what others 

do 

37 Tangled 
situation 

39 Side dish 

40 Posted a letter 
42 Search intensely 

44 Travel 

45 Cross to bear 
47 Carries 

49 Can material 

50 Brazilian port 
52 Men of mixed 

ancestry 
54 Ugly mark 

56 Witnessed 

57 Passports, e*. 

60 Truant 
62 Nullify 
66 Artist Claude 
68 Brimmed 
container 

70 Soto 

71 Woodwind 

72 Without 

73 Cried like a cat 

74 BeBkaly 

75 Fruit source 

DOWN 

1 Rebakah's son 

2 German city 

3 Computer 
program flaws 

4 Shirt section 

5 Imaginary 
troubtenikers 

6 Race 

7 Much khrad one 



»19B3 Ti*ww MMt Swvteoa, i* 
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8 Max. money 

9 inner rifles 

10 Howard or 

Uebman 

11 Opposer 

12 Swinburne. e.g. 

13 Goes astray 
18 Hideaways 
22 Surprise word 

25 Make into law 

27 Actor Sharif 

28 FBngs 

29 •Turandot" e.g. 

30 Poison W 

31 '1 do" uttwer 

33 MIBtary assault 

34 TVs Wn 

35 Wonderlands 
38 Music makers 
41 Makes lace 
43 Took umbrage 
48 Settled In an 


Yesterday's Panto So 


LjQrara nnnp] n 

nrnnn nanam r 
S gnn □nanoren 
annraraooa nnin 
* nnrann ana 
mSPFrlH cinmcin 

nann nmaraa n 
nnnaa oaana 1 
nmnaciona aarn 

nnno ijaana n 
anna naan S 


area 57 prayer 84 Co 

gtessn seas* 

53 Gulp down 61 S?™"* 67 

55 Humanoid 


61 Gar part 
®3 Long way off 


sut 
69 Wa 


W 


* 
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COMPANY ’ 3 SAKE 


AMI MM 

JORDU MTIOSAL BASE 

Mmor Jokmu 

inoiTMAt RvnamBiT bmr 

THE MOOS ISC BARK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BAKE 

WIW BASK FOB SAVIBS 5 IBVESTUSfT 

BOSimSE BAKE 

JCRBAH ERVESTHSHT £ PIMASCE MM 

BE7T SUMS. SAVT KGS INVESTMENT FOR HOC SI* 

«IW BA» FOR IBVESIMDIT 

JORDAN nSOMMCX 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURAHCE 

CNTVERSRL IHSORASCE 

PHILADELPHIA INSURASCE 

ARAB LIFE fi ACCIDENT ZNSDRAXCS 

JORDAN COLT INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

USXS DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

VSUCU3 OWNERS FEOERKTION 

JORDAN NATIONAL SWIPPmC LINES 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SESORITIES 

UAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORD AN CULT REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA EHTRPHTSES L EQOIPHENTS LEASING 

JOft&AH INTERNATIONAL tXADIMS imTEH 

RACHXNARX EQOXP. RE1TTIRG A KAINTEMANCE 

UNIT ED K IDDLE EAST S COtftWSOSE HOTELS 

TUB JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORD AN P ETROLE UM R EFINABY 

THE JORDAN WORSTED IULLS 

ABAN PHARMAcnDTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN PIPES KANUPAGTDRXNG 

JORDAN PAPER A CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

SPINNING t WEAVING 

JORDAN GLASS INKI57RIES 

BAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT L INVESTMEHT 

ARAB INVESTMENT £ IKERKATIONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK A POULTRY 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING I TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

N ATION AL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CUEMXCAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES A KATCB/JIMCO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL CABLE £ WIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULFVO- CHEMICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. £ CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR RGRI. E POOD PROD. 
UNIVERSAL KCDENN rNOUSTRIEs 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(March 29 - April 2, 1993) 

AMMAN — The dollar lost considerable ground »g»!«q other major 
currencies last week. While trading activity was driven by technical 
considerations, which were not in favour of the dollar, die thinness of 
trading volume exaggerated exchange rate movements, causing the 
dollar's decline. The yen. on the other hand, was a major performer, as 
it bit new record levels against the dollar, helped by die emergence of a 
new market outlook regarding its shot term direction. The U.S. unit 
thus ended the week 2.1 per cent lower against the mark, 23 per cent 
lower against sterling and 2.5 per cent lower against the yen. 

The dollar fell against European currencies during Monday's Far East 
trading, hours, as the mark surged against the yen. The l)£. currency 
continued to decline against the mark during the next two days, failing 
below 1.61 marks. Trading volume remained very thin, as many traders 
refrained from adopting new positions before the end of the month 
(March), which also marked the end of the Japanese fiscal year. 

Reports said that the dollar had started the week on a weak technical 
tone. It had failed to breach resistance at 1.64 marks the previous week, 
at a time when many traders had substantial long dollar positions 
accumulated. In- addition, tbe-i&test batch of U.S. economic reports had 
come within expectations. Indicating that the pace of the U.S. recovery 
was not moving fast enoogrriD justify a significant dollar 1 raDy. 
Indications of an easing of political tensions in Russia, and that the 
Bundesbank was not going to lower German interest rates after its 
council meeting Thursday provided traders with opportunities to sell 
dollars. News that the U.S. Consumer Confidence Index dipped to 62.6 
per cent in March against expectations of 66 per cent further hampered 
the dollar. Analysts and observers remained sceptical of jumping to any 
conclusions over the dollar's short term direction and the state of the 
U.S. economic recovery, however. 

As for the Japanese unit, analysts maintained that many traders and 
investors were starting to realise that political pressure was not the only 
factor that can prod ace a yen appreciation, as they bad underestimated 
the impact of the fiscal stimulus package and the gigantic Japanese trade 
surplus. The yen, hence, started a steep appreciation against the dollar 
by Wednesday and continued to hit new records till the end of the week. 
Traders were further encouraged to bid for the yen when it became dear 
that the Bank of Japan was not real lay serious about halting its 
currency’s rise for the time being, and that any intervention was more 
likely to remain nominal. 

Confirmation that the Bundesbank did not lower German interest 
rates, and the release in the U.S. of the weekly jobless claims data 
predicated a sharp drop in the dollar Thursday, as the unemployment 
figures wer much worse than had been expected. The dollar dosed in 
New York at 1.5920 marks, its lowest dosing level of the week. 

But the U.S. unit recovered slightly against the European currencies 
in late Friday trading, although it still Tailed to rise above 1.60 marks. It 
ended the week in New York at 1.5995 marks. 
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Israel 
moves 
to reduce 
Palestinian 
workers 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
government took steps Sunday to 
reduce the number of Palesti- 
nians from the occupied territor- 
ies working in Israel. 

A senior official told reporters 
after the weekly cabinet meeting 
that a team had started work in 
the labour ministry on replacing 
Palestinian workers with Israelis. 
It will subnut proposals to the 
cabinet next week. 

The decision was prompted by 
a wave of Arab attacks that killed 
13 Israelis last month. 

Last week Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin indefinitely dosed 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, home to 1.75 million 
Palestinians, to curb the violence 
and give Israelis a feeling of 
greater security. 

“Even after the closure is 
lifted, the previous status quo will 
not be restored," Energy Minis- 
ter Am non Rubinstein said of the 
cutback on Palestinian workers. 

About 100.000 Palestinians 
cross into Israel daily to work at 
menial jobs that Israelis shun. 
Most work is construction or agri- 
culture. 

Mr. Rabin, announcing the clo- 
sure last week, said he aimed to 
reduce the number of Palesti- 
nians working in Israel as quickly 
as possible because they caused 
friction and worry. 

The Israeli Contractors' Asso- 
ciation responded with a declara- 
tion they would no longer employ 
about 75,000 Palestinian con- 
struction workers. 

Many Palestinians depend on 
the income from jobs in Israel, 
especially in poverty-stricken 
Gaza. 

Mr. Rabin said he knew the 
closure would create economic 
hardship and frustration that 
might fuel the violence he was 
trying to control. 

At least one minister proposed 
at the cabinet meeting that the 
government invest in creating 
jobs for Palestinians within the 
occupied territories. 

The building and farming in- 
dustries have lost money without 
the workers and made pleas for 
Israeli replacements. The army 


Gulf economy still likely 
to grow, economist says 


MANAMA (R) — Gulf Arab 
states can generally look forward 
to continued economic growth 
this year despite their budget 
problems, according to a new 
analysis by a Saudi-based eco- 
nomist. 

“The economies of the Gulf 
states are still on the rising seg- 
ment of the current business cy- 
cle,” said Henry Azzam, chief 
economist at the Jeddah-based 
National Commercial Bank. 

He said oil revenues were un- 
likely to be much different in 
1993 than in 1992, with the excep- 
tion of Kuwait's increased income 
as h recovers from the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion. 

“Domestic demand m the va- 
rious Gulf states continues to be 
on the rise, while businesses are 
implementing investment plans in 
services and industry. This suggests 
a constitution of the overall 
positive growth in 1993,” he said. 

He said that while it was gener- 
ally oil and government-related 
activities that spearheaded grow- 
th in 1990 and 1991 after the war, 
private sector activities picked up 
considerably last year in all coun- 
tries except Kuwait. 

"The banking sectors have ex- 
perienced healthy recovery and 
last year saw the emergence of 
numerous large-scale construc- 
tion projects in the oil, electricity, 
ports, gas, housing and water 
sectors," he wrote. 

"Defence projects further 
added to the upturn of 
construction-related activities,” 
he continued, noting that defence 
expenditures have risen signifi- 
cantly since the war and take a 
heavy toll on budget spending. 


Industrial output has also con- 
tinued its expansion in all the 
Gulf Arab countries except 
Kuwait. 

He was reviewing the six mem- 
bers of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council — Kuwait. United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. 

Total government debt as a 
proportion of gross domestic pro- 
duct, the value of goods and 
services produced each year, was 
still manageable — less than 20 
per cent compared with 113 per 
cent for Italy and 38 per cent for 
the United States and Britain. 

The budget deficit was less 
than two per cent lor the UAE. 
6.9 per cent for Oman, 8.6 per 
cent for Bahrain and 11.5 per 
cent for Kuwait 

“The sudden sarge in govern- 
ment expenditures over the past 

three years was due mainly to the 

Gulf crisis and the need to res- 
timulate the economies after the 
trauma," he said. 

"Gulf governments are seeking 
to improve their borrowing or 
revenue." he said. 

Additional options for the gov- 
ernments are privatisation, offset 
arrangements whereby local in- 
vestment is required in return for 
defence purchases, and off- 
balance-sheet project financing 
such as build-ope rate- transfer in 
which the contractor lines up Iris 
own finance. 

Mr. Azzam estimated that oil 
revenue for the six Gulf Arab 
states would rise to more than $77 
billion this year from $73 billion 
in 1992, almost all due to 
Kuwait’s higher production. 


Polish government 
survives second 
privatisation attack 


WARSAW (R) — The Polish 
government's key privatisation 
plan survived an attempt Satur- 
day by an opposition group to 
throw it out of parliament for a 
second time. 

But the beleaguered bill, which 
aims to privatise 600 state enter- 
prises and distribute shares to the 
public, is still some way from 
becoming law. 

The powerful lower house 


Israeli replacements. The army (Sejm) voted by 201 votes to 133 
sent soldiers to pick oranges and J -against a motion to throw out the 
Sowers '• : J revised bill, sending rtinstcadto a 

FURNISHED LUXURY PENTHOUSE & APARTMENT 
IN SWEIF1EH FOR RENT 

1 . 4 bedroom penthouse, 250m 2 . with salon and T.V., living 
room, panaromic view, glassed-room attached to kitchen and 
150m 2 terraces ail around. 

2.3 bedroom apartment, of high standard finishings. 

Call tel. 818092, 642072, 818796 


FOR SALE 

Four piece Scandinavian living room sofa set - made in 
Sweden. 

Asking price 350 Jordanian dinars. 

Call: 685474 

FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Location: Shmeissani, opposite the Arab Bank 
Luxuriously furnished ground floor apartment Three bedrooms, 
spacious living and dining rooms, kitchen. 2 baths, surrounding 
garden, parking place and separate entrance. Equipped with 
central heating and telephone. 

Call 669012 or 774457 10 ajn. to 3 p.m. 
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commission for consideration. A 
further 25 deputies abstained. 

The vote boosts Prime Minister 
Hanna Suchocka's fragile centrist 
coalition, which cannot count on 
a majority in the Sejm and suf- 
fered a shock defeat over the 
original bill just over two weeks 
ago. 

“The draft was sent to commis- 
sion by a secure majority. Now 
much depends on how fast the 
commission works,” said Priva- 
tisation Minister Janusz Lewan- 
dowslfi . g : su . .. . 

Last month s surprise rejection 
of the plan, drawn up with West- 
ern consultants and first unveiled 
two years ago, dented Poland’s 
image as a leading post- 
communist reformer. 

It also upset the wobbly coali- 
tion, some of whose members 
tipped the balance against it by 
voting against the programme. 

The speed with which the gov- 
ernment revised the plan to 
appease critics from within and 
outside the coalition’s ranks re- 
flects its central place in the 
government’s reform policies. 

The size of the majority it won 
Saturday and the failure of a 
no-confidence vote against Mr. 
Lewandowslti Friday appear to 
increase the chances that the bill 
will be passed this time around, 
although the government is cau- 
tious about making predictions. 

“We would like it (the commis- 
sion) to work as fast as possible, 
but we would not want to force 
anything," said Mr. Lewandows- 
ki after the vote. 
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TOKYO (R) — Japan’s largest 
ever package of economic sti- 
mulative measures, to be 
announced April 13. will top 12 
trillion yen (S106 billion, mostly 
in public works, Kyodo News 
Agency reported Saturday. 

Kyodo said die ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party's stimulative 
measures’ council decided on the 
amount after consultations with 
the party’s various departments. 

Last Thursday, Prime Minister 
Kiicfai Miyazawa pledged that the 
new package, to exceed last Au- 
gust's 10.7 trillion yen (S95 bil- 
lion) programme, would be 
announced before hemet U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in 
Washington on April 16. 

He made remarks after his 
government successfully pushed 
the 1993/94 state budget through 
parliament. 

The 72.35 trillion yen ($640 
billion) budget includes substan- 
tial measures to strengthen the 
economy, including a 4.8 per cent 
rise in public works spending. 

But most government officials 
think more cash is needed to 
revitalise Japan's stangant eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Miyazawa said Thurs. j 
he would aim to get the package 
passed through parliament in a 
supplementary budget by the end 
of June. 

Besides investment to improve 
bousing, the new package would 
indude provisions for building 
hospitals, welfare facilities and 
research institutions in 
government-run universities, 
Kyodo said. 

It would also indude cuts in 
housing loan and investment 
taxes, Kyodo said. 


LONDON (R) — It is too early 
to write off commodity accords as 
a way of steering raw materia! 
prices, despite the collapse of 
talks on a new coffee pan, an 
official of the U.N. agency in- 
volved with the accords has said. 

“It’s too soon to rule out agree- 
ments with economic provi- 
sions," said Marcia! Plehn-Mejia, 
head of agricultural products in 
the commodities division of the 
United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UN- 
CTAD). 

UNCTAD was set up in 1964 
to promote better international 
trading conditions for developing 
countries and to help raise their 
standard of living. 

"It is hard to negotiate pacts 
when commodities are in over- 
supply.” he said from Geneva, 
hinting that rich importing coun- 
tries might be more conciliatory if 
prices were rising and stoking 
inflationary pressures. 

Coffee talks between consum- 
ing nations and developing coun- 
try producers foundered Wednes- 
day on the technical issue of how 
often the workings of any accord 
would be reviewed. 

They had not even begun to 
discuss crucial issues of prices to 
be defended by an accord and 
producers’ market shares, which 
have proved major stumbling 
blocks in the past. 

Market analysts said produc- 
ers, led by Brazil and Colombia, 
were exasperated by a lack of 
progress in the face of a stubborn 
stand by the largest consumer, 
the United States, and decided 
that enough was enough. 

In a week when the United 
States, the European Community 
and Japan said they opposed re- 
negotiation of an international 
pact to support rubber prices, the 
breakdown of coffee talks signal- 
led a hardening of consumer atti- 


tudes and a desire to end the 
painful wrangling which has dog- 
ged such talks for years. 

It also dampens any lingering 
hopes that cocoa pact negotia- 
tions might show significant signs 
of progress. 

Consumers may rue the failure 
of the coffee talks as low prices 
are reducing the quality and 
quantity of coffee, a recipe in the 
long run for a rebound in prices, 
analysts say. 

They may be forced to step up 
aid to some Latin American and 
African countries, such as Col- 
ombia, Kenya, Uganda, Burundi 
and Rwanda, which depend cru- 
cially for survival on coffee earn- 
ings. 

International Coffee Organisa- 
tion (ICO) figures show that ex- 
port earnings of producers have 
dropped to an average of $6.3 
billion a year in the Iasi three 
years from $9.6 billion before the 
last pact with provisions to sup- 
port prices broke down in July 
1989. 

The ICO price has fallen to 
around 50 cents a pound from a 
high during the 1980s of $2.33 
and a peak of $3.27 in April 1977 
when there were fears of frost 
damage to the Brazilian crop. 

For a while during the 1980s, 
the coffee agreement was success- 
fill in keeping prices within the 
desired range of $1.20 to $1.40 a 
pound, providing reliable sup- 
plies to consumers and helping 
farmers care properly for their 
plantations. 

But chat is all over now. 

Consumers and producers will 
probably agree to extend the 
current pact from September for 
another year without any power 
to influence prices. It will con- 
tinue to fill a role as a collator of 
numbers and provide a forum for 
discussion. 


KLM, other airlines 
aim to merge by 1997 


AMSTERDAM (R) — KLM 
Royal Dutch Airlines has said 
that it and three other medium- 
sized European carriers plan to 
merge by 1997, creating Europe’s 
biggest airline. 

“Jan 1, 1997, is the target date 
for a full merger. “KLM spokes- 
man Hans Leijte told Reuters. 
He said that details of how this 
would be achieved would be 
announced in May. 

The merger would create a 
group with — based on 1991 
figures — sales of $13 billion, 270 
aircraft canying 30 million pas- 
sengers and 80,000 employees. It 
would bold a 20 per cent share of 
the European market. 

It was the first confirmation 
that the ambitions of KLM, Swis- 
sair, Scandinavian Airlines Sys- 
tem (SAS) and Austrian Airlines 
go well beyond the vague coop- 
eration which they announced 
they were looking at in January. 

But as political obstacles are 
too bard for an immediate mer- 
ger, KLM and its partners are 
working to form a joint manage- 
ment company by January 1994. 

“The form of strategic coop- 
eration should have the benefits 
of a merger but will certainly not 
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take that shape in the next Few 
years,” Mr. Leijte said. 

"Political considerations do not 
permit a merger yet. That would 
harm existing landing rights. 
(But) it could be possible to form 
a management group by 1 Janu- 
ary 1994," he added. 

The shareholding involvement 
of six governments is a key prob- 
lem. SAS alone has Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden among its 
shareholders. KLM is 38 per cent 
state owned. Swissair 20 per cent 
and Austrian Airlines about 50 
per cent. 

In Stockholm, SAS said the 
cooperation talks were at a stage 
where a deal might be reached in 


May but said a full merger could 
not be reached before 1997 at the 
earliest. 

Painstakingly negotiated bi- 
lateral 'routes will force the ■air- 
lines to maintain theif legal indi- 
viduality! for the foreseeable' fu- 
ture. 

The management group would 
combine sales, computer systems 
and fleet maintenance of the 
four. Each alone would be too 
small to thrive when Europe's 
skies are eventually deregulated. 

Differences about ownership 
led to a last-minute failure in 1992 
of plans for a merger between 
KLM and British Airways PLC. 


GCC ministers meet 
to discuss energy taxes 




RIYADH (AP) — Foreign minis- 
ters of the Saudi-led Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) met Sun- 
day to discuss stability in the 
region and energy taxes proposed 
by the United States and their 
other trading partners. 

The two-day conference was 
expected to renew an appeal to 
the industrialised nations to re- 
consider their taxation plan. 

The GCC is an economic and 
security alliance grouping Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain 
and Oman. The UAE is current 
chairman of the group, which sits 
on 40 per cent of the world’s 
proven oil reserves. 

UAE Foreign Minister Rashed 
Abdullah said the proposed taxes 
were “a big barrier hindering free 
international trade, and the Gulf 
states do not believe in placing 
new barriers or obstacles in the 
way of free trade.” 

He spoke before leaving his 
country for Riyadh, according to 
the Emirates News Agency. 

The GCC has been pushing for 


free trade in contacts with the 
European Community (EC), the 
United States and Japan. 

The proposed taxes would gra- 
dually levy about $3.5 on each 
barrel of oil imported by the 
United States by 1997, and $10 by 
the year 2000 on the cost of a 
barrel of oil imported by Europe. . 

Individual GCC oil ministers 
have mentioned possibility of re- 
taliating by curbing their oil ex- 
ports and investment plans, and 
with import taxes on multi- 
billion-dollar imports from the 
EC, their main import market. 

Mr. Abdullah and Sheikh 
Fahim A1 Qasimi, the GCCs 
secretary-general, said the 
Riyadh meeting will focus on 
•enforcing political, economic and 
security resolutions adopted at 
the annual summit of their lead- 
ers in December. 

Among these issues, Sheikh 
Fahim said, ' is ‘■the Iranian 
occupation of the three UAE 
Gulf islands and the Iraqi threats 
to the Kuwaiti borders and the 
relevant U.N. resolutions." 
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I THE AMERICAN WOMEN OF AMMAN 
will hold their April nonthly general aeeting 
on April 5th at the Harriott Hotel 

LUXURIOUSLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT ^ 

First floor. Consists of three bedrooms, three baths, salon, 
living and dining room, kitchen and veranda with separate 
central heating and telephone. Location: Opposite 
Shmeisani Bookshop. 

. Please call tel.: 677499 


Required Villa for 2/3 Years Rent by U.S.A firin 
Villa to have over 800/M built and usefuTarea, 
and on inore than 1 000 meters square lot . 
Prefer Urn Uzainah location or there - about . 
Please Call JACK CURTIS 
Phpnp No. ( 824941 / 824896 ) 
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Azeris muster forces to fight back 


MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijan 
mustered fresh fighting strength 
Sunday to repel Armenian forces 
it said had captured nearly a tenth 
of its territory. 

An Azeri television journalist 
in the capital Baku said the gov- 
ernment was hastily assembling 
fresh combat units to repel a 
major Armenian offensive. 

“New battalions are being 
formed, including a women's 
battalion," the journalist said by 
telephone. 

The former Soviet republics of 
Armenia and Azerbaijan are 
locked in an undeclared war over 
the disputed territory of Nagor- 
no-Karabakh. More than 2.500 
people have been killed in five 
years pf fighting. 

Azeri radio said President 
Abulfaz Elchibey. who declared a 
two-momh state of emergency 
throughout the country Friday, 
had appointed 21 military com- 
manders of cities and districts. 

Azerbaijan's Defence Ministry 
said Saturday that Armenian 
forces had seized the western 
Azeri town of Kelbadzhar and 
controlled .■ broad swathe of sur- 
rounding ■■-•rritory. 

It said Armenia had succeeded 
in punching a new land corridor 
through Azeri territory to Nagor- 
no-Karabakh. and almost a 
tenth of Azerbaijan was in enemy 
hands. 

U.S. may 
help Russia 
gain access 
to arms 
markets 

VANCOUVER. Canada (R) — 
The United States believes it can 
and should help open new mar- 
kets to Russia's arms industry and 
this is among the subjects to be 
discussed Sunday between Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, a senior 
U.S. official said Saturday. 

Fears have grown in the West 
thut as Russia . plunges deeper 
into economic and political 
chaos. Moscow will be tempted to 
sell arms indiscriminately for 
hard currency. 

“That's something were look- 
ing at very specifically, how can 
we give them access to legitimate 
markets so they don't have to go 
out and shop their stuff around in 
illegitimate markets,” the admi- 
nistration official told reporters. 

"I think there are several ways 
we can look at doing that and 
that’s one of the subjects we’ll be 
talking about tomorrow.” he 
said. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, briefed 
reporters during the first day of 
summit talks between Mr. Clin- 
" ton and Mr. Yeltsin, which fo- 
cused on ways to help Russia 
make the transition to free mar- 
kets and democracy. 

Mr. Clinton has made stopping 
the spread of weapons of mass 
destruction and their delivery sys- 
tems a priority of his administra- 
tion. U.S. officials acknowledge 
that Russia's arms industry is a 
lucrative export earner. 

These officials have indicated 
they are not trying to stop the 
Russian sales altogether, just 
limit them to the least destabilis- 
ing kinds of weapons and keep 
them from governments the Un- 
ited States regards as renegade. 

Russian officials recently asked 
Washington to help them gain 
access to appropriate arms mar- 
kets. which they say are now 
dosed to them. 

*’We realise that they have 
some legitimate needs for access 
to high technology markets but 
they have to stay within the 
boundaries and that's very im- 
portant the U.S. official said, 
adding: "That's what the trade- 
off is. Thar's what the partnership 
is.” 

Russia's sale of an advanced 
submarine to Iran was a major 
concern to Washington. Some 
U.S. defence experts said it 
would greatly increase Tehran's 
capability in the Gulf. 

Several months ago, however. 
Mr. Yeltsin suggested that his 
country could stop producing 
military submarines. 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Director lames Woolsey recently 
told Congress about concerns 
that Russia was pursuing the sale 
of missiles that violate an interna- 
tional accord designed to limit 
transfers of destabilising arms to 
regions like the Middle East. 

One sale involved rocket en- 
gine technology to India. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Saturday that 
Russia has promised the United 
States that Moscow will not fol- 
low through On certain sales. 

He refused to go into detail but 
told the Cable News Network 
(CNN) Newsmaker Saturday 
programme: “We received in- 
dications from them with respect 
to various sales that they won't 
make... their cooperation has 
been good up to this point and 
we're continuing to negotiate 
with them on other sensitive mat- 
ters around the world." 


Mr. Elchibey, head of the 
nationalist Popular Front, was 
elected president last June, three 
months after his predecessor res- 
igned in disgrace over a series of 
defeats in the Karabakh conflict. 

In Friday's emergency decree, 
Mr. Elchibey, 53, ordered a cur- 
few and banned political activity 
by parties and movements foat- 
might destabilise the situation in 
the Transcaucasian state. 

He also imposed restrictions on 
'entry, exit and travel within the 
country, as well as censorship on 
all media. 

The Azeri journalist said the 
situation in the capital was calm. 
“People in Baku agree with the 
state of emergency and support 
it.” he said. 

The journalist, who visited 
Kelbadzhar region Saturday, said 
there was intensive fighting there 
and thousands of refugees, some 
driving sheep and cattle, were 
trying to flee. 

Azerbaijan claims Armenian 
regular forces and Russian troops 
launched a two-pronged attack 
on Kelbadzhar on March 27 to 
drive a new land corridor through 
to Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Most of 'e enclave’s popula- 
tion is Ann Man, but it is sur- 
rounded by /Azeri territory and 
theoretically ruled by Baku. 

Armenia denies its regular 
troops are involved, saying the 


fighting is being conducted by 
self-defence forces from 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Felix Mamikonyan, Armenia's 
permanent representative in 

Moscow, quoted Karabakh offi- 
cials as saying they launched the 
latest offensive because Azeri 
forces were using Kelbadzhar as a 
base for shelling Armenian and 
Karabakh territory. 

Russia's ITAR-TASS News 
Agency reported from Baku that 
the Azeri towns of Kazakh and 
Tauz, near the Armenian border 
in northwestern Azerbaijan, had 
come under Armenian artillery 
fire. It said three people had been 
killed. 

Armenia has a mutual defence 
pact with Russia and several 
other members of the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS), obliging Moscow to pro- 
tect Yerevan if Armenia's territo- 
rial integrity is threatened. 

Azerbaijan, which is not party 
to the CIS treaty, has traditional 
close ties to NATO member 
Turkey. 

An Azeri Defence Ministry 
statement said about 40,000 civi- 
lians had been evacuated from 
the battle zone, but 15,000 more 
had been trapped in the south of 
Kelbadzhar. 

Refugees' were trekking north 
along the only road out of Kel- 
badzhar. 


“About 150 civilians have died 
on the mountain pass as a result 
of the shelling and frostbite.” the 
statement said. 

Turkey said Saturday it had 
halted the passage of European 
aid to energy-starved Armenia. 

“As long as blood continues to 
be shed, Turkey cannot allow 
Armenia to be aided through its 
territory even though it is huma- 
nitarian aid," government 
spokesman Akin Gonen said m a 
statement. 

“Wheat delivery bas been stop- 
ped. Any other passage will not 
be permitted,” he said. 

Mr. Gonen said Turkey had 
contacted Russian. U.S. and 
French leaders and diplomats 
over Armenian attacks on Kel- 
badzhar. 

“All the three countries have 
appealed to Yerevan but the 
attacks have not stopped yet,” he 
said. 

Turkish Prime Minister Suley- 
man Demirel said earlier Satur- 
day Turkey was running out of 
patience with its neighbour. 

“If the Armenian oppression of 
the Azeri people does not end 
shortly and the attacks are not 
stopped, it would be known that 
Turkey’s patience is running 
out,” he was quoted by Anatolian 
News Agency as telling a crowd 
in the western city of Bursa. 


U.N. resumes aid to Sarajevo; 
food convoy reaches Srebrenica 


SARAJEVO (R) — The United 
Nations resumed aid flights to 
Sarajevo Sunday and sent a con- 
voy to the besieged Muslim town 
of Srebrenica to deliver food and 
evacuate refugees. 

The air bridge to the Bosnian 
capital was halted more than two 
weeks ago after a British cargo 
plane was fired on by an anti- 
aircraft battery as it prepared to 
land. 

The United Nations Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) in Bosnia 
said 17 flights, each carrying 10 
tonnes of food, were expected 
during the day and 16 Monday. 

The flow of essential supplies 
in Sarajevo coincided with re- 
newed efforts to alleviate the 
plight of 40,000 Muslims block- 
aded in Srebrenica since the start 
of Bosnia's civil war a year ago. 

Officials of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said the Bosnian Serb 
army honoured a promise to let 
the convoy reach its destination 
after being turned back Saturday. 

The UNHCR has evacuated 
nearly 5,000 people from Srebre- 
nica over the last two weeks but 
13 women and children have died. 


in the chaos surrounding the con- 
voys. 

In an attempt to prevent a 
repetition, the latest convoy was 
accompanied by eight empty 
trucks which were waiting in the. 
no- man's land between Muslim 


big advances against Muslim set- 
tlements earlier this month. 

It did not respond to a plea by 
Sadako Ogata, the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees, for 
U.N. forces to turn the Srebreni- 
ca area into a safe haven guarded 


and Serb territory to relieve over- • 


crowding. 

A U.N. spokesman in Sarajevo 
said tbe Srebrenica area was quiet 
Sunday after heavy fighting the 
day before in which Sarajevo 
Radio said at least eight were 
killed. 

The sheiling within 500 metres 
of Srebrenica lasted into the 
evening but “subsided consider- 
ably overnight," Lieutenant 
Commander Barry Frewer said. 

He complained Saturday that 
the fighting was a flagrant breach 
of the week-old ceasefire in Bos- 
nia's civil war which began exact- 
ly a year ago. 

The U.N. did not know 
whether Muslims’ or Serbs were 
responsible for fob outbreak. 

At a meeting in New York 
Saturday, the Security Council 
renewed a call for more U.N. 
troops to be stationed in eastern 
Bosnia, where Serb forces made 


Rocard takes Socialist Los Angeles 
reins with political coup prepares 

PARIS (R) — French pres- .. “We expected more of the for new riots 


PARIS (R) — French pres- 
idential hopeful Michel 
Rocard. staging a political 
coup, has seized control of the 
Socialist Party, battered after 
an electoral rout by centre- 
right foes. 

His weekend putsch 
reopened splits among rival 
factions and deepened the par- 
ty's disarray. 

Mr. Rocard managed to oust 
party leader and longstanding 
rival Laurent Fabius during a 
stormy meeting of the party's 
governing committee that en- 
ded early Sunday. 

Mr. Rocard was named to 
head a temporary leadership 
board that will guide the party 
until an emergency congress in 
July and offer the former pre- 
mier a platform from which to 
direct his campaign to succeed 
Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand. 

While Mr. Rocard's move 
could strengthen his political 
hand, opponents said his bare- 
knuckle methods threatened 
the party's breakup. 

Mr. Fabius and his suppor- 
ters. as well as leaders of sever- 
al other key Socialist factions, 
denounced Mr. Rocard and 
refused to join the interim 
leadership. 

“This is a dirty bit of politic- 
al business.” Mr. Fabius said 
after his ouster. 

“This putsch reflects very 
serious rifts that will be badly 
received by Socialist activists.” 
Mr. Fabius supporter and for- 
mer Interior Minister Paul 
Ouiles said. 

Party grandees and former 
government ministers Pierre 
Mauroy and Louis Mermaz de- 
clined to join Mr. Rocard, and 
up-and-coming militants close 
to European Commission Pres- 
ident Jacques Delors 
threatened to stake out their 
own political ground. 

Mr. Delors is considered 
Mr. Rocard's most serious riv- 
al among potential Socialist 
candidates for the presidency. 

In a sign of the Socialists' 
disarray, Jean--Pie.re 
Chevenbment, head of a far- 
left faction, was expected to 
resign from the party. 


“We expected more of the 
‘big bang,"’ said Francois Hol- 
lande, head of Mr. Delors' 
supporters within the party, 
referring to Mr. Rocard’s call 
for a “big bang" to pull 
together a broad coalition of 
left-wing and centrist voters. 

“If there was a leading 
Socialist candidate for presi-’ 
dent yesterday, there no longer 
is one today." Mr. Hollande 
said. 

Mr. Hollande and other 
“quadras,” so named because 
many of them are in their 40s, 
had hoped party leaders would 
keep their political knives 
sheathed and concentrate on 
pinpointing tbe reasons for 
their rout in last month's 
general election. 

Voters punished the Social- 
ists for record unemployment 
and financial scandals, cutting 
their seats in parliament to 54 
from 249. 

Spurred by the approach of 
the 1995 presidential election 
and the task of rebuilding the 
crumbling left, Mr. Rocard 
could ill afford to await a year- 
end congress proposed by Mr. 
Fabius. 

“When a party suffers such a 
crushing defeat, the leadership 
must be called into question;” 
said Former Industry Minister 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn. a 
follower of Mr. Rocard ally 
Lionel Jospin. 

■Even before last month's 
elections Mr. Rocard blamed 
Mr. Mitterrand for the Social- 
ists* plight in a clear effort to" 
dodge fallout from the party's 
defeat. 

The unseating of Mr. 
Fabius, who helped Mr. Mit- 
terrand sidetrack Mr. Rocard 
before his 1981 presidential 
victory, leaves the head of 
state even more isolated than 
before. 

But the deep antagonisms 
that Mr. Rocard's coup re- 
vealed raised questions about 
the party's very future and its 
value as a political spring- 
board. 

“He seemes to have inher- 
ited an empty shell,” the week- 
ly newspaper Le Journal Du 
Dimanche said Sunday. 
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An Armenian fighter takes aim 
before using his anti-tank weapon 


V .v - 


against Azeri positions in Nagor- 
no-Karabakh (AFP photo) 


U.N.: Khmer Rouge killed 
peacekeepers in cold blood 


The Bosnian Serb parliament 
at the weekend rejected part of a 
peace plan for Bosnia that would 
redraw the former Yugoslav re- 
public’s ethnic ma'p because the 
Serbs would be forced to give up. 
land they now hold. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said he believed the 
Serbs might still accept the Bos- 
nian peace plan drawn up by 
mediators Cyrus Vance and Lord , 
Owen and indicated it might be 
adjusted to meet Serb concerns. 

‘Hardline Bosnian Serb de-‘ 
puties meeting in tbe southern 
Bosnian town of Bileca ignored 
warnings that rejection of the 
maps proposed by Mr. Vance and 
Lord Owen could bring even 
tougher U.N. sanctions against 
Yugoslavia. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic denied that the parlia- 
ment had cpmpletely abandoned 
the Vance -Owen plan. 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Three 
U.N. peacekeepers killed by 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas were vic- 
tims of what appeared to be 
cold-blooded executions, a U.N. 
spokesman said Sunday. 

In Phnom Penh, Prime Minis- 
ter Hun Sen proposed at a meet- 
ing of the all-faction Supreme 
National Council (SNC) that 
Khmer Rouge leader Khieu Sam- 
phan should be tried for genocide 
for ordering massacres of ethnic 
Vietnamese civilians. 

Yasushi Akashi, bead of the 
U.N. peacekeeping operation, 
told the same meeting — which 
■ Khieu Samphan attended — that 


about 100 people had been lolled 
in racial and political attacks in 
the past month. They included 
members of his force. 

Mr. Akashi’s U.N. Transition- 
al Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAQ has blamed the Khmer 
Rouge for most of the attacks. 

The three peacekeepers, all 
Bulgarians, were killed in the 
southern province of Korapong 
Speu Friday alter their attackers 
had been invited to dinner at 
their base, UNTAC spokesman 
Eric Fait told a newsbriefing.after 
the SNC meeting. - ■ 


Poll shows 
Danish 
support for 
Maastricht 


COPENHAGEN (R) — Support 
is steady for a "yes” vote in 
Denmark’s second referendum 
on the European Community’s 
Maastricht Treaty, according to 
an opinion poll published Sun- 
day* „ . 

The survey by the Gallup Insti- 
tute, published in the daily Berl- 
ingske Tidende, showed that 
48 per cent of those questioned 
would vote “yes” in the May 18 
referendum while 27 per cent 
favoured “no" and 25 per cent 
were undecided or would not 
vote. 

The poll, in which, 1,014 
Danes were interviewed between 
March 26 and April 1. indicated 
that support for the treaty had 
stabilised at a lower level after a 
period of gradual decline. 

In Gallup surveys, the “yes” 
vote fell in four consecutive polls 
from 54 per cent on Feb. 7 to 47 
per cent on March 21 before 
edging up to 48 per cent ip a poll 
published a week ago. 

TWo polls by other institutes 
published earlier this week also 
bucked the trend of a gradual 
decline in support for the EC’s 
blueprint for economic, monetary 
and political union. 

Danes voted against the treaty 
by 50.7 per cent to 49.3 per cent 
in June last year, blocking 
Europe-wide implementation of 
the deal and plunging the Com- 
munity into crisis. 

The new vote wil! be on a 
revised deal agreed with the 
Community at a summit in Edin- 
burgh in December, allowing 
Danes to opt out of long-term 
plans for a common currency, 
joint defence, union citizenship 
and supranational police co- 
operation. 

Meanwhile the queue of coun-. 
tries eager to get closer to the 
European Community will move 
forward a few important paces 
Monday when EC foreign minis- 
ters deal with suitors from weal- 
thy Scandinavia to the former 
Soviet Bloc. 



Patten ready for Hong Kong talks 


LONDON (R) — Hong Kong 
Governor Chris Patten said Sun- 
day -he was willing to talk to 
China over his controversial 
democracy plans for the colony 
“at any time, any place” and 
pledged to remain in the job until 
1997. 

Mr. Patten, in an interview 
with British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration Television, said China 
had softened its opposition to 
talks with Britain and Hong Kong 
over the proposals be launched 
last October and be hoped they 
would do so again. 

“I very much hope that we will 
see another adjustment in 
Chinese policy." the governor 
said. “For our part we are happy 
to talk at any time, any place. 


anywhere.” 

He added that he was ready to 
“tango anywhere” — repeating a 
phrase, ijdkuled in China, that it 
took -'two to tango” in talks 
aimed at resolving the Angio- 
Chinese dispute over his plans to 
increase democracy in the colony. 

Mr. Patten said China had at 
first refused to talk unless his 
proposals were withdrawn. They 
had then agreed to ‘talks about 
talks” but these had broken down 
over Chinese objections to the 


a “mutually satisfactory” out- 
come could be found. 

Asked about reports Peking 
wanted him to be replaced as 
governor of Britain's last major 
colony,. which reverts to China in 
1997, Mr. Patten replied: “I 
agreed with the prime minister... 
to take this job on for five years 
and I' intend to see it out.” 

Mr. Patten has been subjected 
to personal attacks from Peking 
and his proposals, which- would 
effectively allow Hong Kong's 


inclusion of Hong Kong officials people to elect the majority of 


in the British delegation. 

The governor, on a two- week 
visit to consult with Prime Minis- 
ter John Major, said be felt sure 
Peking would eventually agree to 
a dialogue over the plans and that 


their legislature for the first time 
in 1995, have come under sus- 
tained criticism. 

Opinion polls sbow support for 
Mr. Patten in Hong Kong has 
sb’pped since last October. 


LOS ANGELES (AP>— Calmly 
and methodically, with military- 
precision and business savvy, the 
city is preparing for the possibility 
of another round of rioting. 

From the police with their new 
riot gear to tbe shopkeepers with 
an extra gun under the counter, 
everyone seems to have a con- 
tingency plan for the day verdicts 
are announced in the second trial 
of four police officers for beating 
black motorist Rodney King. 

“We feel that the only way to 
handle this thing is to be aware, 
in a mature way, and be pre- 
pared,” said John Cencak of 
Jones Lumber Co., which plans 
to hire more security guards for 
verdict day. 

Jones Lumber is in south- 
central Los Angeles, the heart of 
three days of rioting last year that 
followed-the officers' acquittal on 
most charges in state court. Tbe 
violence left more than 50 people 
dead and caused SI billion m 
damage. 


Kozyrev predicts chaos if Yeltsin falls 


VANCOUVER, Canada (R) — 
Russian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev Sunday predicted 
“chaos and disintegration" for his ■ 
country if President Boris Yeltsin 
was ousted from power. 

Mr. Kozyrev, accompanying 
Mr. Yeltsin at his Vancouver 
summit with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, said in a television inter- 
view the Russian leader's con- 
servative enemies, if they took 
power, would try to restore the 
Soviet Union, “which is im- 
possible.” 

“Yes, back to the cold war," 
the minister said on the NBC* 
programme Meet The Press. - 

“This attempt will fail but it 
will cost dearly to Russia and 
probably to the outside world, 
and the most probable outcome 
after a short period of dicta- 
torship... will be just chaos and 


disintegration of the country,” 
Mr. Kozyrev said, speaking in 
English. 

Mr. Kozyrev, who has pursued 
a strongly pro-Western policy, is 
along with Mr. Yeltsin one of the 
pri nopal targets for criticism in 
the conservative Russian legisla- 
ture, which came dose to im- 
peaching the president a week 
ago. 

Mr. Clinton is due Sunday to 
announce details of an aid pack- 
age for Russia as part of an 
attempt by Western leaders to 
bolster Mr. Yeltsin’s economic' 
reform programme. 

Mr. Kozyrev said it was hard ot 
predict the outcome of a referen- 
dum called in Russia for April 25 
as a vote of confidence on Mr. 
Yeltsin, but said the president 
had received a warm reception in 
tbe city of Magadan on his way to 


the summit. 

Mr. Kozyrev described as a 
“tragic mistake” the decision by 
Bosnian Serbs to reject the peace 
plan for the former Yugoslav 
republic put forward by 
mediators Cyrus Vance and Lord 
Owen. 

But, expressing apparent scep- 
ticism about tough action against 
the Serbs, he called for “pragma- 
tic approaches” to what he de- 
scribed as an alarming situation hi 
Bosnia. 

He said Russia would. continue 
to press the waning dictions in 
'Bosnia to accept a compromise 
based osn the Vance-Owen plan. 

“I hardly, see anyone in the 
United States or elsewhere who is. 
prepared to send at least more' 
than 100,000 ground troops to 
fight m Bosnia. It seems to be total- 
ly out of tbe question,” he said. 


N. Korea accuses IAEA inspectors of bias 


TOKYO (Agencies) — North 
Korea, defending its refusal to 
accept further nuclear inspec- 
tions, accused the United Na- 
tions' inspection agency Sunday 
of unfair bias against the Com- 
munist state. 

A statement by an unnamed * 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
the -United States was trying to. 
stifle North Korea, and that the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) was acting under 
U.S. manipulation. 

“The IAEA must stop acting in 
a despicable manner, reading the 
faces of big powers,' but carry on 
its activities independently 
according to its statute and reg- 
ulations,” said the statement, car- 
ried by the North's official Ko- 
rean Central News Agency, mon- 
itored in Tokyo. 

North Korea announced last 
month it was withdrawing from, 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty after the IAEA demanded ‘ 
special inspections of two addi- 
tional sites to help clear up what 


it called discrepancies from ear- 
lier inspections of sites designated 
by the North. 

The move reinforced suspi- 
cions that the hardline Commun- 
ist state was developing nuclear 
arms, despite its denials. 

The statement said the IAEA 
had made 115 inspections in 
South Africa without mentioning 
a word about development of 
nuclear weapons there. South 
Africa recently said it had built 
nuclear weapons, but later des- 
troyed them. 

But, the statement said, the 
IAEA “tried to force a ‘special 
inspection’ on our country on the 
■ plea of fictitious ‘nuclear suspi- 
cion’ only after six rounds of 
inspection. " 

The IAEA last week ruled that 
Pyongyang had violated the nuc- 
lear controls accord and referred 
the issue to the U:N. Security 
Council. 

North Korea’s statement ac- 
cused the United States of having 
transferred nod ear technology to 


South Africa: in violation of the 
nuclear treaty. 

“Nevertheless,” it added, “the 
United States does not utter a 
word about its own ‘criminal act 
and the illegality of the develop- 
ment of nuclear weapons by 
South Africa.” but raises suspi- 
cion about North Korea's nuclear 
programme. 

“This dearly shows that the 
real intention of the United 
States is to stifle our republic,” it 
declared. 

Meanwhile a British Sunday 
newspaper said it had. obtained 
classified intelligence documents 
which confirmed widely held 
suspicions that North Korea was 
builidxig a secret nudear weapons 
plant. 

The Sunday Times said West- 
ern intelligence experts has disco- 
vered “alarming evidence” of a' 
nuclear plant northwest of the 
capital at Yongbyon and believed 
North Korea was doser to build- 
ing a nudear bomb than Iraq was 


before the Gulf war. 

"Classified documents 
obtained by the Sunday Times 
show that for the last 18 months 
the secretive Stalinist dictatorship 
has been building a heavily dis- 
guised underground nudear com- - 
pfex," said the report in early 
editions of the newspaper distri- 
buted Saturday night. 

• The Sunday Times said satellite 

photographs showed the plant, 60 
miles (100 kilometres} northwest 
of the capital, bad been laid with 
pipes and fitted with other equip- 
ment characteristic of a weapons 
plant — such as concrete slabs 
used as radiation shields. 

, The site, which Pyongyang says 
is a military installation, was later 
disguised with earth and trees. 

Tie newspaper also said that 
minutes of meetings by the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency 
showed officials had expressed* 
concern about plutonium 
apparently missing from North 
Korea s official inventory. 


Yeltsin jet-lagged 
but Clinton appetite 
unimpaired — chef 

VANCOUVER, Canada (R) — 
Boris Yeltsin may have suffered 
from jet lag when he sat dowfe 
a summit dinner Saturday, but 
Bill Clinton had no trouble clean- 
mg his plate. John Bishop, chef it 
Seasons Restaurant in Vancouv : 
er, said the Russian president 
only picked at his food but his 
U.S. counterpart showed an ex- 
tremely good appetite. “There 
was not a morsel left on the 
plate,” Mr. Bishop said. “We get 

3 uite a lot of celebrities here, but 
i is has been the highlight of my 
culinary career.” The cuisine was 
a long way from the fare at 
McDonalds which helped made 
the plump Clinton famous durijk- 
his election campaign jogs last; 
year. Mr. Bishop started them off 
with a course of ravioli stuffed 
with fresh dungeness crab and 
spinach, with a light fennel sauce 
and sprinkled with paimesan 
cheese. Next came salmon, sugar- 
snap peas, banana squash and 
mashed potatoes rolled with ver- 
micelli, followed by a salad of 
romaine letuce with a dressing pf 
roasted beetroot vinaigrette. Dcr 
ssert was a blueberry tart with 
lemon zest and maple ice cream." 
The leaders drank a California 
Chardonnay that Mr. Clinton had - 
brought along. Mr. Bishop had 
wanted to serve blueberries and 
said he had searched from Ctjilfc 
to New Zealand. but couldn't find 
top quality blueberries, so "be 
called the ever-resourceful White 
House, which brought theu^; 
along, too. N r‘ 

Shipwreck salvor J 
claims he found 
964-carat emerald 

WEST PALM BEACH. Fli 
(AP) — A shipwreck salvor says 
he has found a 964-carat emerald 
off the coast of Florida that he 
believes was once intended as 8 
gift to Queen Isabella of Spain. 
Victor Benitous, a West Pahn 
Beach restaurateur and head' ol 
the Archaeological Discovery 
Ventures Inc., said he was com- 
missioned by descendants — now 
living in Argentina — of the-_ 
Spanish ducal family Juana De 
Zuniga. .He believes the gem is * 
the legendary Isabella Emerald^ 
According to the reference book; 
“great gems of the world,” the^l 
Isabella Emerald dates to the ! 
early 1500s. Spanish explorer I 
Hernando Cortes promised one J 
of several big South American! 
emeralds to the queen in ex- 3 
change for support of his newj 
world explorations. Stories varjn 
but it was believed she never® 
received the gem. The Isabellas 
Emerald, as it became known, a 
was eventually purchased in thel 
new world by a wealthy family |j 
and registered as part of the cargos 
on a ship returning to Spain in thel 
late 1750s, Mr. Benilous said. Buta 
the ship never arrived. The ship’slj 
wreckage was discovered in thef| 
summer of 1992, and the gem was^l 
found among the treasures?? 
brought to the surface a fewfl 
months later, Mr. Benilous said.^ 
He said he didn't release news of?- 
the discovery until Friday be-^ 
cause he wanted to confirm first j 
that the gem was the Isabella? 
Emerald. He says he has research* 
supporting that claim and that the J 
uncut Emerald, measuring aborit-Jj 
4 inches by 2 inches (10 by 5 cms),\ ] 
is larger than the 858-carat gem ' 
on display at the Smithsonian i 
Institution. 

Couple charged with 
leaving mother 
without heat 

BREVARD, N.C. (AP) —‘Ah 
elderly couple was charged with 
assault for allegedly leaving foe 
wife’s 96-year-old mother in'.an 
unhealed house during a blizzard 
last month, causing her to lose 
both her feet to frostbite. Betty 
Fogarty, 75, and her husband, 
Arnold Fogarty, 79. of the Moufe 
lain Retirement ‘Community of 
Connestee Falls', were arrested j 
F riday and released on $10,000 “ 
bond, authorities said. The cou- 
ple each face a charge of felony 
assault on a handicapped person 
and a misdemeanor charge -.of 
failure to support a parent. Mrs. 
Fogarty’s mother, Emily Hairing 
Jones, underwent a double 
amputation at Transylvania Com- 
munity Hospital and is recovering 
at a local nursing home, said 
detective Keith Fisher of foe 
county sheriffs department. Ah 
investigation began on March 18 
after a home health care worker 
discovered Ms. Jones suffering 
from ■ frostbite in the house site 
shared with her daughter and 
son-in-law, Mr. Fisher said. Au- 
thorities said she was left in foe 
house during the previous 
weekend’s blizzard. Electric ser- 

j l0me we "t out on 
March 12 and was restored three 
later. Mr. Fogarty said his 1 
reftJed to leave 
the house when they went to a 
neighbour’s dewlling that had * 
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